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 Cleepe ſhall muffle your eyes, nofatof 
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Aſecondandchird blaſt | 
of retrait from plates © 


and Theaters: 


the one whereof was ſounded by a re- 


- terend Byſhop dead lon fad * -| 7 
the other by a wor ſhipful aud 223018 


zcalous Gentleman | 
: now 4l;ue : 


+ 


4M bt mY 
"a f ” & 


oneſh ſhowing thefilthines of plails in ] 
times part ; "the odver#b, | ” [| 
| Theneers inrhe rime preſent :- a: ad | 
both expreſly prouingthar thes Commemn-weale is : | 
ugh vnto the cycfle of Godgwhere- Eo. 
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LS Pe Chri/7ianredder,a fe- 
[Ee 23) cond 11d third blait of 
==) retrart fromplaies and 
" Theaters. The  firit blaſt in my compt 
# The Schoole of abuſe: a title not Schoole 
wnfitlie aſcribed wnto plaies, For © 
what & there which, &'\not abujed \. 
thereby? Our hartes with idle cogita» 

tions; our cies with Vaine aſpetts, 

geſture 5, ant toes; our Fes wit, s 
filthiepeach,vnhongſt mirth;and res 


baldric; our ' 


rs FT aaktves. - 

king;our beads with-wicked magi-” 

nations,our whole bodtes to vnclea- 

1 nes; our bodies and mindes to- the 

4 ſeruice of the Dinels, our holte aates 

| with prophanes; our time with iale-. 
At. Hes ; 
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of abuſc. 5-1 


_ otabule. The (choolc of Bauderie by ano» 7 


. mona at ayd Salut ant! 


of April. ta 
_ Ann.1579. - n,by 


| £ FA iCliglS. 


A vu K \EFACE 


> Got- C54 41 ONT bleffings, health, tk i 

ſn m bis gg dproſferitie to the increaſe of Sa- | 

H:UCCLIC 

againſt F47s I; ncdome, are there abuſed. that + 

plaiceycal got a/zh. thy are tearmed , as wy 
i 


led Ihe Les The fchoble of abuſe hy one * 


Schoole 


- 4 | 
SIT ther *; The neſt of cheDiviel, and 


oh D1AICS- links of al fn c,by a third « 6 lon ; 
a >.Sp na are, The ch ure of peſtilence, fo 

herſuliees Clement Alextndrinus 4 by Cyril*, { 
pon | *Thepompe of the? 
wolſeas, Diwucl;the ſou raigne place of SE 1 


Tertullitn 


* Clement. fn pair "ig if hem fend 
) | 009"; 

| 24 3. Pedey, SG wy themed ET: 
Cay. 12 oo 

'Cyril. Ca pron EN 
t2ech).1 . My- | 

ſfagopice. |, 
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TO THE READER, 

| them in reſpect of” the time preſent 

} wherein none, that 1 knowe, beſides 

thefe Autors hane written , though 
manie,thankedbe God,inthepringi- \,@__ 
N pa! places of this land haue,and dai- 3 tecond 

| #c,904 and opentic doſfpeake acaiit ® ile” 
plates and Theaters, _ 
 Theformer of theſe two was writ- 

Ih ten in the Latine tong by that re- «5,111, 
xÞ verend man Saluianus * Birhop of Majiten 
" |} Maſsilia,who for his wonderful elo-1" "1s 


» eY ; | puts 46.6. de _ 
quence and zeale is called, Magiſter 


grebernat, 


{< 

% + XxX 
ed = 
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07, ebie [10s vi 


Ag” kak ſ18, 
{O67 , F194 mt 5 4 
27 PL. 4 0h Sg 1 

le, which 


oe would ſtand to 


a; & /econdlzexthat to dehort 
blazes is 0 nerves: thing, being 

wed ſo long ago. 
' Lord of hu infinite mercie 
Le ili grant, 


IO 


A PREFACE 

bus blaft maie do more 
'nelichmen, than it did 
nans, to which he ſoun- 
ded the ſame.Otherwife 1 know right 
wel, that muſt needs betide vs which 
happened unto them, For they con- 


temned his faiengs, and the war- 


nings of juchlike good men.Therfore 
firit came the foraine enimies, the 
Gothes and| Vandales who ouer- 
came them,and oppreſſed them with 
 moit-grieuot bondage; and after- 
and os fel gnto the handes of $4 
tan, who caried them headlong into 
al impuritie of life, & abomination, 
under which curſe of God they as yet | 
continue . Sq we, aſſuredlie, wnles 
we liften unto the dehortations « 
| theſe good men, ond shunplaies,with 
ſuch like pompes of Satan, the which 
_ once we, when it was, before God er 


bus congregation,renounced,shalfal 


into ſome one intolerable plague of 
pan 


| To THE READER. 

God or other, into the handes if not 
4 | of foraine enimies,which1 feare;yet 
of our, ſpiritual aduerſarie, the Pope 
or Diuel,which I am ſure of. 


bla#t,thou mai#t conietture who he 
was , but 1 maie not name him at 
this time for my promiſe ſake:yet this 
aol {a of him,that he hath bine,to 


Qer of that vaine Art of plaic ma- 
lent an Autor of thoſe vanities, as 


who was beft. But the Lord of his 
goodnes hath called him ham: ; [6 


plaies in times pait, but he doth as 
| auch deteit them wow, and is harti- 
lie forie that euer he was ſuch an tn- 


ſirument to ſet vice afloate: as more 


les 


th 
wil 
» 
ny 


VI, | 


y meythe goodnes of our God toward 
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Touching the Autor of the latter 


wſe his verie wordes, A great afte- 


king,8c. Tea, which I an, as excel» 


that he did not ſo much delight in * 


 atlarge in hu diſcourle, thou maiit _ 
 perezaue. VV hereby firit, note with 


—— 


———__P__ CC) - 
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_ en dr SE 4 
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AL— NE a men ttt w s 
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In al places of 
' nounce the venreance of GOD to 
thembe they hie or lowe, that fauor 


 beſeech you, for bringing this Autor, . 
 Schookeof abuſe out of Babylon. A - 


leave hauntmg of ſtinking pl 


plaies for _ | of his | 
godlie Preachers, who daie ri daie 
eateit reſort de-. 


plaies, Theaters| or platers, ſtirreth 
wp the verie Autors themſelues to 
;nueigh againit them, that we maie | 
be 48 AB any waie to allowe that, 
which the verie \4utors do vtterlie | 


ondlie praije God, I 


condemne : Sec 


and Maifter Goſſon, who made the | 


thirdlie praie unto him, that al 2 | 
kers of plaies mate folowe their add | NY "| 
ample : then ſure am, that bothith 
rude multitude, if not for feaieeal 
Gods aiſpleafure zyet becauſe they Lo 8 
heare nothing bat what ts [tal | oy | 


and al « he _— fon 


Jef pn HS Dr 2s ge BE ET Welt. SW es 13 rk p 
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TO THE READER 
their unlawful, unoodlie, and abo- 
 minable exerciſe, for lacke either of 
Autors,or of auditors. ” 
Loth was the Autor, I mu needs 
confeſſe to haue his worke published, 
not becauſe he would not hane plaies 
openlie reproued, which from his hart 
he wisheth were mo## ſtraightlie for- 
bidden , but through a too too baſe 


} conceipt of his owne worke,thinking 


FJ 
Dn 
— __—_ v 
— ro er ee A ou ons oo —_ - — 
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that ſome grounded Diuine were W111" i 
| rmore fit to dehort from ſo prophane = M1 
Þ} ax exerciſe, than he ,wheſe profeſſion || 
Jl (4/0 1 mae ſaie) is otherwiſe, But 3 
I hearing partlie by me,and partlic by Bi 

others, what a ioie to the children "a S 

an,and gricfe to theſeruants of $4- E 1364 

tans would be to heare,that he,who 8 

maſo famous an Autor, was now T4 

a religious dehorter from LY 

lates; yea, thinking how the one 

Jartowwould with more Feale auoide 

them, &> the other with more shame 

is Pia appeare 


A PREFACE | 
appeare on ſtaxe, when they Should 


wnderſtand that al the world know- 
eth that their exerciſe i neither 
warranted by Gods worde, nor liked 
Chriſtians, but diſalowed utterly 
7 pus 19a 4 reaſon, by DocFors, 
by Byshops , by their verie Autors 
themſelues, yea and by al other good 
men, as the enimie to godlines, and 
the corruption of the wel diſpoſed, 
; and ſo conſequentlie aſpectal engine 
both to ſubucrt al Religion, and to. 
ouerthrowe the good ſtate of that || 
Common-weale where it # main 
tained , he altered his minde, and. 
gaue me his booke, wishing me to ds. 
therewithal 2s I thought beit for tht 
glorie of God, and thy commoditie, 
FVrhichT have now,together with 
the inuettine of that reuerend 
shop Saluianus, published, that one: 
of them might showe the abomuna«} 
tion of Theaters in the time pr c 'Y 


« 


* 
#. 


T0 TRE READER 

and the other how odious they haze 
ſeemed to the godlie in time pait, 

and both allure thee vtterlie to for- 
bid them,if thou be a MagiFrate of 
 power,and to auoide themmore 

than anie peſtilence,be thou 

whoſoener. VV hich 
God grant. 
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econdblaft of retratt 
from plaics and Theaters, 
ſounded by that reverend _— 


| lic,andlearncd B 


Gar De 


enter” 


|| en TT O_o 


Fol Vch thinges a are 
5 Kg] committed at plaies 

#1 and Theaters as can- 
2] not be thought yp- 


on, muth leſle vtrtered withour 


JI their ſeueral portions within vs, 
, as filrhie cogitations the minde; 


| fpecchthe cares: ſo that when one 


-of cheſe doth offend, the reſt may 
| bewithour faulr. But a at Theaters 


th&mind there with luſt; and the 
wich ſhowes ; and the carcs 
| with hearing bepollured:al which 
eſo bad) that no man can wel 


ſnne, For other vices chalenge m 


vhchaſte aſpefts rhe cies ; wicked | 


| 100 e of rheſe bat {i nneth,for both 


\ 
> - wv f—m”>Þ£Qcc._£vw- wow wt eat _ 


2 


report or declare them with he: 


_ ulrerie, ſacriledge , and ſuch like 3 


ſuchas may nor honeſtlie be no. 


a molt perfe& honeſt man that} » 


neſtie. = 4 


For who, withour paſſing the || 


| boundes of ſhamefaſtnes, can vt- | 
ter thoſe imitations of vnhoneſt 
things ; thar filthie ſpeech ; thar 


vile motion , the beaſtlie geſtures, 
vicd there » The vilenes whereof _ 
may be gathered cuen by the yn- 
lawfulncs ro namethem, For ſom + 
linnes,though moſt hainous, may . 
wel and honeſtlic both be named, 
& blamed too,as murder,rheft ad. 


onlic the filthines of Thearers are 


not ſo much as blamed. Such news 


matter ariſeth againſt the reproo- - 
uer for finding falr with this moſt 
horrible Eichines: that albcit hebe 


wouid Crake againſt it,yetcan het | 
not lodoc and keepe his honeſtie,? 
Againe, | 


—framplaies and Theaters, 


| Againe,alother cuils pollute the 


doers onlie, nor the beholders, or 


the hearers, For a man may heare 
a blaſphemer, and not be partaker 
of his facriledge, inaſmuch as in 
minde hediflenteth . And if one 
come whilea roberie1s a doing, he 
1s cleere,, becauſe he abhors the 
tact, Onlic the filthines of plaics, 
and ſpeQacles is (uch , as makerh 
both the aftors & beholders gilric 


Þ alike. For while they ſaic nought, 


, 


Fg aa % 30 


| pilie came chaſte ynto ſhow 


but gladlic looke on, th by 
ſight and aſſent be ators,that tru-. 
lie may beapplicd vnto them that 


ſaicng of the —_— ow that not Rom.1,31. 


onlie they which commit ſuch things 
are wortkie death, but alſo which A 
vor them that do them. 

_ Sothar in that repreſenration of 
whoredomec,al the people in mind 
plaic the whores. And ich as hap- 
17 es, re-| 
rurne 


” 


fawor ſuch 


as haunt 
þiazes 


| deedewe forſake God. 
Cod _— 


dailicabide at the f 


-uorſuch kinde of perſons 21 
 Godcaſt hisgratious counter 
rn _— in circles; 


urne adulterers from plaics. For 
they plaie the harlots, not then 
onlic when they go awaie,bural- 
ſo waen they come. Foras ſoone_ 
as one luſterh afrera filthic thing, 
whiles he haſtcnerh to that which 
is syncleane, hebecomerh yncleane, 
Now this being ſo ; behold 1 
praic you, what partes cither al or 
almoſt al Romans, doe plaic. And | 
yct,wedoing thus, ſaie weare not. 
regardcd of God ; wefaic GOD 
hath forſaken ys, | when in yeri@' 


For, ſuppoſe we,that our Lo x 
wil reſpet vs, not deſeruing hi 
fuor? letvsſeeifhe can. Lo;inl x 
nite thouſandes of Chriſtiansd o 
ves ww 
.CanGodthes 


{cemelic thi 
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. '# 44, | 


plaierhe badowin Theaters 2 Or 
| 15this our. MCcAantng;, and doe!'we + r- 0 

thinke it meere,cthat forſomuch as --- 
Gaqd ſeeth vs in circles, and Thea _ ._. | 
tcrs,that whatahings we ſee,hebe- . /, 
holdeth ;- and. what filthines we | | 
looke 90, heſcerh iralſo for com- 1 
panie-};For:one of theſe muſt ii 
needes þe :' for.if he vouckfafe ro —_ 
| dgokevpon vs,itfoloweththarhe 
| mp bthokde-al thoſe rhinges, 
| »whereweare;orif, whichis:moſt 
+4 true, he tutng awaichis cics from 
£y thoſe thinges; the muſt: likewiſe 
9 cuept his countenance frovs-who 
4 acathere. And the caſe; ſtanding 
I thus,ycrpaic-theles we doe theſe 
=T | rhings —__ I haue faidandchat 
q; —_— we that God hath his 
Theaters Javdcices,: as: had che 
| s of. the Gencils  Forchus did 
hey in A——_— bechirſe.they 


B.j were 
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The Dine! 
debghteth 
an plzet 43 
God dete- 


red in them. Bur hw 1S1t thar' we 


doeſo , who are certaine that our 


God deteſterh them 2' Or if wet. 


{tubbem. knowe that this abominatio doth 


that God abhorrerh, that he dete- 


waies at plaies,and chat wittioglie, 
and willinglie 2 And what Kope ] 
thal we have with God, who not 


nga God , I wilnot gaine- ſaie, 


ut wee maic frequent it daie' by 


daic. Bur if it be in our confcienes 


ſterh, that God is offended as the 
Dinel1s fed by Theaters; how ſie 
we thar-wee woelllp God in his 
Church,which ſerue the Diuel ak 


ignoranthe, or by chance wound 


him , bur after rhe example of 
thoſe giyvants whome we reade,ful 
 madlic bent themſelues againſt 
God, and againſt the cloudes. So 
we through the injuries whichal 
the world Oucr continualie we 1n 


ter, 


al ac _=mzs AYES MSc ow 46. od aw 


$_. A wah hw Fc HF 
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wa a . was; was RT. Cy. © MEE ASE GEES AT. . 
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fer, doe bea 


re the heauens, as it 
were, with a common conſent; 
To Chriſt therfore, O monſte.. 
rous madnes ! cuen to Chriſt doe 
we offer plaies and tomblers ; yea 
and that eſpecialie then when we 
receive goodnes at his hands, whe 


weenioie proſperitic through his 


blefling, or God hath guea vs vi- 
Qorie ouer the enimies, whereby 
what clſe do we ſhow our ſelues, 
but even iniurious to him which 
hath done vs good; to raile ypon 
him , who bleſlerh vs ; to ſtrike 


him ouer the face with a ſworde, 


who louinglie doth kiflevs. | 
Forl aske the mighric and rich 
men ofthis world,of whatoffence 
is that ſeruantguiltic , which wi- 
ſheth il ro a good and gratious 
maiſter; which raiteth on him thar 
deſcrnerh wel ; and rendereth de- 
ſpiteful wordes for benefits recet- 
1... -ued? 
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|  agratious God by our filrhines) 


Chriſt wedorender for his 'benel 


th ough our Sauior, who for vs bel 


COM remar— 
woll; 2 without controuerhie al men 
wil tdoe him amoſt hainous of. | 
fender,which for good rendreth il 
rohim,to whom 1ndeed he might 
not yecld il foreuil : euen thus d6 
' we, which are called Chriſtians | 


a  XAWWeao cz ca __., VA a 


we ſtir vp againſt vs a merciful 
God by our yncleannes; weftrike 


wewound a louing God by: wor 
wickednes. | 

To.Chriſt cherefore, 6 noiſy 
rous madnes ! cuen to Chriſt 
we offer plaiers and | tO mblers Tt ts 


fites the falthines of theaters; even {| 


_ to Chriſt do we ſacrifice theobla- 


tions of moſt beaſtlie (port, '' A$ 


came man,taught ys to doe ſo,and 
had preached the ſame ether by: 
hitnſelfc , or by his Apoſttes 3 ” 
—_ chat ke end he took 


vporl 


. W_——— — — ———  _— —_—_— 


ie 


he 462 
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Theaters. 
vpon himche fhame of mans na- 


nuitie, and the contumelious be- 
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7 


oinnings of an carthlie .generatt- Luk.z, 12. 


on; to thatend he laie ina cratch, 


at what time notwithſtanding 


13. 


the veric Angels nuniſtred vnto 


him 3. to that ende he would be 
ſvadled with rags of cloth, who 
goucrned the heauens 1n ſunple 


cloth; ro thatend he hong'on the. 


croſle,ar whoſe hanging the verie 
world was aſtoniſhed. //hobeing 
rich,{aith the Apoltle,for your ſakes 
became poore, that yee thorough his 


being in the forme of G O D, he hum- 
bled himſelfe unto the death , enex 
the death of the croſſe : Eucn this 


did Chriſt teach vs when he ſuffe- 


red rheſe things for our ſakes. 
 Weldo we requite his paſſion, 
who, receiuing through his death 


redemprion , leade a moſt filthic 
De OPT We life. 


2.Cor.8,9. 


pouertie might be made rich . And phil.z, 6. 
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God that brin« 

geth ſaluation unto al men hath ap= | 
12, peared, ſaith bleſſed Paule, and 
 teacheth ws that wee Should denie 
es, and 


pngodlines,and worldlic luſt 


that wee should line ſoberlie , and 
righteouſlie, and godlie in this pre- 
13. ſent world, looking for the bleſſed 
 * hope, and appearing of the glorie of 
1+ the mightie God, and of our Sanior 
Teſus Chriit, who gaue himfelfe for 

ws, that he might redeeme vs from 
a iniquitie, andpurge vs apecultar 
People unto himfeife,Fealous of good 

workes, | | & 

| Wherebethey which doc theſe 
things,for which the Apoſtle ſaith 
Chriſt came? where be they which! 

flie rhedclires of this world? where 
be they which live godlic & righ- 
teouſlie, thar looke for the bleſſed 
hope by wel doing, and leading a 
pure lite , ſhaw thexeby that they 
LS looke 


4 
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| lockeand long forthe kingdome 
1 of God; wherebe ſuch 2? 


Our Lord Iofus Chriſt came, ſaith Tic.2, ms 


he,that he might purge vs apeculiar 

people unto himſelfe zealous of good 

workes, W here 1s that pure people? 

that peculiar people ; thar good 

people thar people of holines > _ 

Chri#, (aith the Scripture, ff r.Pera,z1 

fered for vs, leauing vs an enſam- 

ple, that we should folow hu ſteps. 

And we folow the ſteps of our Sa- 
uior in circles,and in Theaters,we 

folow the ſteps of our Sauior : as 
though our Sauior left vs ſuch an 
enſample, whome wee read did 
weepe,but that he laughed,we ne- 
uerread. And boththeſc for our 

ſakes, becauſe weeping is a pric- | 

king of the hart, laughtcr the cor- | 
ruption of maners. Therefore ſaid | 
he, YVYoe to you that langh,for yee Luke.6,25. 
shal waile and weepe : and, Bleſſed 216 
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are ye e that weepe nowyfor yee the 
' laugh. Burit is not cnought for vs) 


ro laugh and be merrie, vnles we 


reioice with fin'and madnes:; ; Ve 
les our laughter be rempered with. 


filthines , 8 mixed wit impietie, 


wW har error, I ſaie, is this, naie 
 whar foolithnes> Can we not dai= 
liebemerrie, and laugh, vnles we 

make our laughter 8& mirth to be. 


wickednes > Orecls th inke we ſiov- 


ple mirth to: be nothing worth 2. 


and can wee not Jaugh except wee 


ſ1nne?what a miſchiete is this,naie 
what furie? Letys laugh, Ipraic 
 you,yea vnmeaſurablic;and let vs 
ig merrie, yea continualic, ſowe 
ſinne nor, What fooliſhnes , naie 
madnesis it, to thinke mirth and - 


10ic nothing worth, vnles God bo 
iniuried ther 


<p. +: SS , Ann. co _— - ftraoc w-4q06 — aw. —_— ; 


ic? yea iniuried, 8 s 
that moſt hainouſlic* , 
For ig ſhowes there 1 is acerraind 2 


nn 
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Apoſtafie from rhe: faith; anda 
deadlie declining fromour belicte, } 


and the heauenhie facraments. For ow 


what is the firftproteſsi6 of Chri- 
ſtians at theirbapriſme?They pro- 
reſt they. wil renounce the Duucl, 
and al his workes, his pompes, and 
vanities, Therefore by our owne 
confeſsion,ſhowes & pompes are 
rhe workes "of the Diuel. | 
How then,6 Chriſtian, Joſt 
thou haunt plaies and Theaters af- 
ter baptiſme, which thy ſelfe con- 
feſleſt are the works of the Diuel! 
Once thou didſt renounce rhe Di- 
uel and al his ſhowes , wherebicir 
folowerh, that whiles thou goeſt 


w Irring Ly willinglie Vnto: com- 


mon ſpe&acles, thou muſt rhinke 


thou returneſt again ynto the Di- 
uel. Forthou haſt renoiiced borh, 

and didſt confeſle oneofrhem to 
be ver So thar ruining vnto 
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 workes. And w 


| belecue , thou ſaicſt, in God the. 


Lf one 
one, thou wenteſt 


es, ſhowes, and 
t afterward > I 


Diuel, his pom 


Father almightie , and in Ieſus 


Chriſt his ſonne. Therefore before 


wecan belecue in God, the Diuel 
muſt be renounced. For he belee- 


ueth not in|God , who renoun- 


ceth notthe Diuel. So then hefor- 
ſakerh God, who returnes to the 


 Diuel . But the Diuel is in his 


pompes & ſhowes, then it folow- 


cth that by. returning ynto his 


pompes wee forſake the faith of 
Chriſt. Then hereby althe myſte- 


ries ofthe Beliefe arc CG and 


al which foloweth i in the Creede, 
is weakened, and rottereth , For 


the building cannot ſtand, if the 
principal bedowne. 


Thea tel | an '® Chriſtian, ha | 


canſt 


nk 
For, thou ſaieſt, I renounce the 
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fomplaies and Theaters. 
canſt rhou chink thy ſelfe to keepe 
that which folowes in the Creed, 


when thou haſt loſt the beginning, | 


of theſame> The members with- 
outan head be — worth; & 
ro their beginning al things haue 


reſpe; which once being decaied = 


cucric thing goes to wracke. For 


the roote'being gone, cirher no- 


thing remaines; or if there do, it 
ſerues to {mal profit, for withour 
an head nothing can ſtand. 

He therefore that thinkes it a 
light offence to ſee plaies, let him 
con(ider al what we haue ſaid and 
_ he ſhal ſce that in plaies there is 
deſtruQtion, and no pleaſure. And 
what els is it, but to fal into de- 
ſtruction, to forgo the beginning 
of life > For wherethe fundacion 
of the Belicte is ouerthrown, life ir 
 ſelfe is deſtroied, oh 


Then againe we muſt necds re- 


Unc -- 
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ror! 
Theaters 
than Chrt- 


ftians. 
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rurne vnto that which we haue * 


often ſaid : what ſuch thing az 


| mong the barbarous? > where bea« | 


nic ſtages among them , or Thea> 


ters? where'ts the fribe of manie 


ſinnes, that is the deſtruCtion of 


our hope, and ſaluation ? which 
4A Þ OR notyirhſtading ifthey, being Pa- 


ans did yſe,they ſhould erre with 
leſſe offence. of God: : becauſe albe. 


ſuch doing were a defiling of the 
ſight,yer were 1t not a [oong of 
the ſacrament. 

Bur now, what can we ſaic for 


ourſelnes? wehold thebelecfe,ge 


. 
- > ep Ati. = 
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| confeſſethedutie of faluation and 


- zed,that afterward 
ly we 


we ouerthrowe the belcefe ; wee 


thereGen 


alſo denie the ſame. 
where is our Chriſti; 
as it ſeemerh , hereunto are bapti- 
Mo ore hainouſ- 

might © we prefer 
times blo the eetntrss | 
Y ] : Ol ſpiſe - 


- 
Fry 4 Wo ! 
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anitic ? who; 


| 


ſpiſe rhe. 
hearers;'at a worde, we loue al 
_ things, reverence al things, God 
alone ſcemeth vile tovs in com- 


rom plat Featers. - 
O ger ugroer Lanak 


pariſon of other things. 
' Finalie among the reſt which 
proucthe fame, ; 

faic,doth ſhowe j ittobe true. For if 
it fal out, as often it doth, thar at 
one & the ſame time an holie daic 
be kepr,and common plaies 


med, I demaund, whether domien 
 flockimolſt,;rto the courtof God, or 
_ tothe den of plaics; tothe cemple, | 
or to T heaters? And whatdo men 


heare moſt willinglic, the faiengs 


is which I now 


of the Euangeliſts, or the'toics of | 


plaicrs; the wordes of life , or the 
wordes of death ; the wotdes of 
Chriſt, or the words of a foole in a 
plaic? doubrles we loue thar beſt, 


| which weprefer. Forifthe Churdt 
| _ anic feaſt on that daic when 


F ee deadlic 


"M7 


deadlic wv is ſhowen, men} | 


ſuchas fay they are Chriſtians,ci- 
ther comenot atal ynto Churchz 


or, if nor thinking of plaics- they. 


come and heare the ſame plaicy 


to bee abroad-, they leaue the 
Church. Thetempleis deſpiſed, to 
run -ynto T heaters; the C urchis 
emptied, the yeard: is filled; wee 
leauethe (ſacrament, to feede our 


_ adulterouscies with the impure,8&&. 


whorith ſighc of moſt filthie paſ- 
time. Buc forſooth we,whompro4 : 
ſpcritie dorh mar, muſt do ſomes' 
; r7ang in the beginning. And thers 


fore ful rightlic faith the Lord 


God vn to vsy For your uncleannes 


_ are yee with deitruition abolished:; 
And agaiye,The altars of this mirth 
shalbe rooted out. © / 


Bur now it maicbe cnfrenady 
thac in al the rownes of the Ro+ 


mans pi benot yicd. Trucitis, 


- « 


—_ 


and I ad moreoner,thar neirher be 

Theaters where intimes paſt they 

| were. For they are nor vſed net- 
ther at Magontia, nor at Maſilia, 
becauſe thoſe rownes be oucr- 
throwen, and deſtroied; They arc 
not vſcd at Agrippina,for the cni- 
mie hath ſubdued the ſame; nor. 
inTrexers that famous towne, be- 
cauſe being foure-times ſubdued, 
it is now brought to ground; to 
conclude they are notyſed in moſt = 
rownes borh of France,and Sparne; 
and therefote wo to vs men,and to 
our yncleannes; woto vs, and to 

j our wickednes. Whathopeis there 


for Chriſtian prop before God 2 
mole cuils hane ne- 


inaſmuch as 
uerben in Roman cities,fince they 
came intothehandsof Barbarians. 
Wherby itappeareth that wicked- 
q pesand 1mpuritie, is proper & pe- mus 
culiar ynto the Romans, and their 

| Veric 
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wicked. 


TR 
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A of veric nature as K wwe. "Far 9 
f - wickednes doth-i« leflic-raigne; 1 
where the Romans. be.; -: [1 IVE 


thines, ,where akhough the place 


22 both theſes chings,thatis,both 
why the places & houſes of plaics 


— — CS ore. — 


vw 


Burt haplie this, Maic ſoarag' 
grieuous, and voyuult com complaint 
gricuous: indeede;if it befalſe, Bur 
how.thou wilt ſaie, how can-itbe 
otherwiſe, tithence what we haue 
ſaid, are Jone i ina few cities of the 
Romans? And moſt of them arg 
not -polluced. with this {po cok #y> 


and dwi ling of ancient .Errer dg 
abide,yet are not choſethings now | 

ch were untimes paſſed, 
It wilbe good therefareto cans: 


are yet vp; and yet noplaies vſed, 
The places and hoier of filthines 


 arethercfore yer ſtanding) becauſe 
+10 them all impure things were 
wont 50 be ſhowen; : and now the' 


vaine- 


_— — 


ann TRaters. © 

{ vainepaſtime isnor vſcd, for that 
the muſericof rhetime, and mens 
pouerrie will not permir. Sothart ir 
was of their impictic, why in time 
paſt plaies were frequented, & ne- 
ceſsitic is the cauſe thar they are 
not now. For the miſerable caſe of 


the exchequer, 8 the emprines of | 


the Romane treaſurie wil ſuffer no 
monte to be waſted commonlie 


vps trifling things. And although 


much is loſt,and caſt as it were y 

on the dunghil : yer nothing ſo 
much can be conſumed, becauſe 
they haue not wherewithal todo 


ſo. For ſuch is our inſatiable de- 


ſire of filthie pleſure,that we could 
wiſh to have more, onlicto laie ir 
vpon this dirte of abhomination, 
And the thing ſhowes what we 


would prodigalic conſume, if we 


were rich, when we waſt ſo much 


being in ſo poorea ſtate. For this 


Tb 
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pouertie we cannot, yet through 


folation,into barrennes, and accur« 


"CA 2:015r of rerrane 
is the ſpot, and miſerie of rhe pre» 
ſent time, that although through 


our impictic we would conſume 


much, 


There is no cauſethen why we 
ſhould deceaue our (clues, in ſai- 
eng that in al citics thoſe thing 
are not, which were before done, 
For therefore they are not in this 
time vſcd , becauſe the rownes 


wherethcey were vſed, are nor to 


be ſcene: and where they hauca 
long time bene yſed, there is not 
to bring it to paſſe; as God him- 
{elfe ſpeakerh vnto {inners by the 
prophet, And it aſcended wpon hu 


barte, and the Lord could beare it 


no longer ; for the wickednes of | 


your ſtudies, and for the abhomina- 


tions which you haue committed , 


and your land t bronght into de- 


fed. 


", 
x : 
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$ 


fed. This is the cauſe then whie 
che maior partof rhe Romane cm- 
pire is brought intodeſolarion, 
to barrennes,and accurſed. 


4 


And would co God they were 


onlic done in times paſt, and nor 
now 1n theſe daics, happclic then, 
as itis written, God would be mer- 
ciful ro our ſinnes. But we take 
not the waic to haue Gods fauor, 
For vnceſlantlie we ad {inneto fin, 
| & heape wickednes ypon wicked- 
ncs,thatas the better parc of vs are 
deſtroied, ſo we maie al come to 
nought, 
For, I demand;who ſeerh ano- 
ther flaine before his face, and 1s 
not afraide# who beholdeth his 
neighbors houſe on fire, and wil 
not by al meanes prouide for the 
falfetie of his owne? weedonot 
onlic ſee our neighbors to burne, 
but alſoare ſet on fire our (clues 
"1. Ga from 
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from the thickeſt _ of our bo. 
dies. And,6 abomunarion! whara 
muſchiefe is this? we burne, we 
burne, yet dread we not the fire 


tr whetwith we burne.For,as I ſaid, 


| have. 


the cauſe why thoſe things which 


| before time were vſcd', are not 


now done, is to be aſcribed tothe 
miſerieweate in, not to aniediſ- 
ciplinc or good order which we 


Finalic,I doe ealiic proouc the 


"ey For makethetimeas it was, 


and forthwith al things ſhalbe as 


' they were in thoſe daies. Yea 


moreouer, as touching the deſire 
of men, chough thoſe things are 
not cuerie where, yet inreſpe of 
their minds cueric where they be. | 
For the Romans would haue them 

vſed cuerie where . Fog whenne- 


 ceſsitic onlie makes an cu1l thing 
tobe left Vp one, the ycric deltre 


of 
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om plaies and Theaters, 259 | | 
of a filthie thing is condemnedin {| 
ſuch ſortas 1f it weredone. For, as Wan 
I ſaie, according to the wordes of 
| our Sautor, YY hoſoener looketh on Marrs, 28, 
| | 4 womantoluit after her hath com- i 


mitted adulterie with her alreadie 
in his harte : whereby we maic ga- 
ther, that albe we leaue things fil-. 
thie & damnable yndone and that 
oneliethrough neceſsitie; yet be- 
cauſe our wil 1s good to haue 
them, weeare guiltie of condem= _ | 


ks 


| nation. | 
And what ſpeake IT of wils | 
' | when almoſt cueric where thoſe | 
- | things are commirted., For what | 
c | ſtranger ſocucr commeth citherro | 
| Raxzenna, ot to Romegſhal finde a ( 
. partofthe Romans atſhowes; and | 
_ | apart of the Ravenians at Thea | 
. | ters. And although anie be either BY 
2 | abſcor,ordiſtantby place,yetiche 
c | not exculedthereby.Foras manic 


;: 
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as are ioined togither in likenes of 
affc&10n , are guiltic alike of the 


oo SET > Oe 
Yet for al this wee flarter our 


ſame wickednes which cither do 


| ſelues of our good behaujorz wee 
Marter our ſclues of the rarenes of 
- impuritie.But I ſay yer more,that 


not onclic thoſe foule ſpots of in- 


famous plaies are yer to be ſecne 


as afore time; but alſo be more a- 
bominablie ſer forth , than cuer 
they were. For in thoſe daics cue- 
riepatt of the Romane empire was 


in health and found; the riches of 


other townes made the common 
barnes to be large 8 big; citizens 


did abound in wealth and plea- 


ſure, ſo that it was yeric hard in 


ſuch aboundance of al things, for 


religion to continue pure , and 
manners vncorrupt . Then eucric 
where Autors of filthic pleaſure 

ZN | WCre 
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were cheriſhed ; for in al places 
men were fat. Norman waide the. 
charge of the Common-weale,no | 
man feared to come bchind hand; 2 
for expenſes was not perceaucd, " © 
The Common-weale after a ſort _ | 
did ſceke where, and how to waſlt | 
wealth, hauing almoſtnoplaceto 
keepe it. And therefore heapes of 
walth,cuen welnigh aboue mea--= © | | 
ſure, were conſumed ypon vyaine = 
things, 9 12.5 
Bur now what maic beſaid? old 
aboundance is gone, gone is the 
wealth which once we had.Poore 
wee are, yet ccaſe wee not to be - 
vaine. And whercas pouertie doth 
reclaime prodigal and prodigious 
pupils, ſo that when their wealth . 
15gone,they leaue wickednes : we «HY 
ſhowe our (clues a newe kind of 1 
pupils and ynthriftes,who lacking TY 
wealth wil not leaue wickednes. 
0h; ' Whereby | | | 


fomplaies andTheaterss 27 TM 
| 

| 

| 


CEO WY OT CO TOE EIA I UE RT CN EE NE II EI, n_ 


Lo 
mp—— "CC ———_—_y OO _ 
v 


SCC NN — — BB err 9m O_o 


I 


© O— 


A Ha of carratt © 
Whereby it appearcth, rhat the 


cauſe of our wickednes, is not in. 


theinticements, as of other men, 
bur in our hartes : and that our 
mindes,i is our wickedaes; that in 
deede nor by the taking awaic of 
riches, burthrough the deſire of c- 
uil rhings we linne. 

And alrhough we haue hither. 
to recited manie vices of the Ro- 


mans, which the barbarous people 


| are not polluted wirhal : yer are 


 thewaie,thatyouaccountno kind 


there manie mo, which I wil now 
ad. Bur firſt this I warne you by 


of linne light, which tendeth vnto 
the diſhonor of God. For if no 
man maie diſhonor him that is 


nobleand mighrie; bur if he do ſo 


he 1s made to anſwere 1t where he 
would not, and condemned by 


lawe: how: fir” more hainous 


15 that offence, whereby the glorie 


of 


of God i is defaced? For alwaies the 


fault doth increaſe, according to 

the worthines of him thart is iniu- 

cied . Becauſe by how much the 
perſon is greater that ſuffererh re- 

proch , by ſo much is he faulrie 

that doth ho ſame. Whereof it is Exod. 3r, 
which wee read in the lawe, that '*© = 
they which to mans thinking did 


bur lightlic offend, were moſt (ec- Rn 6; 


uerelic foral that puniſhed: which 26,8c. 
was to giue vs-to ynderſtand thar _ 
nothing, 
ſhould be lightlie accounted of : 9. 
& that that which man eſteemed 
1a {maloffence,becauſeit was com- 
mitted againſt the glorie of God, 1 Chr. 3, 
was a moſtgricuous crime. verſe, - 
To be ſhort; Yzz4 that Leuite re. 
of rhe Lord. whar did he contrarie 
vnto the commandement of God, 
when he aſſaicd to keepe yp the 
Arkeof God rom falling? no pre- 
cept 


Nomb.zs, 


| 
| 
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which concerneth God, ,.;c _ 
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| him ; yet while he held: vp the 


| ſame, preſentlythrough the wrath 
of God he died : not becauſe he 
haddoneanie thing rebellioullic, 
or at leaſtwiſe nor durifullic, but 
by ſhowing dutic he prooucd yn- 
duriful, for raking more ypon him 
than he was commanded. ' 
Thar man among the people of 
. Iſrael, that had gathered ſtickes 


_ Velde. 7 vpon the Sabborh daie, died the 
35 death and thatby the judgement, 


* and commandement of God,cuen 
the moſt gratious and mercifull 
iudge, who out of doubt had ra- 
ther pardon than kil, had nortthe 
coullderalih of ſcueritic preuai- | 
led ouer his mercie. For one rath 
felowe periſhed, that manic after- 


ward through raſhnes mighr not 
periſh. 


And what ſhould I ſpeake of 


cach 


—__ — ———_—_—————_ HR" 


L fromplaies =” 


4 | each particular man > The whole Nomb.rr, 
e | nation of the Tewes traucling tho- veie- "4 
h ; 


rough the wildernes, becaule they 
e | luſted after their wonted mcate, 


» | loſt a part of their people. Yet was pg 


it | there no comandement that they 
1- | ſhould nor luſt,but God, as I ſup- 
n | poſe, would proude afore hand 
tor the due obſcruation of the 
of | moral law, by reſtraining their re- 
es | bellious concupiſcence: cuen that 
ic | al the people might the more caſt- 
lie confeſſe , how carneſtlic they 
ſhould auoil thoſe things, which 
God in his holic Scriprure ſhould 
forbid, when they were puniſhed 
for that , which as yet they were 
- {| not forbidden. 
Theſame peoplealſo complai- 
| acd that they tooke ſuch paines, 
tor whichcauſe the Lord plagued 
them from heauen : not becauſca 


of man __— with labor might 
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not complaine; bur for that there. 
bic they ſhowed themſclues vn: | 
thankful rowards G O D, making 
God,as it were, the Autor of their 
immoderate buſines. Wherby we 
; mate gather , how zelouſlic hee 
ought to|ſerue God, which eni6i- 
eth proſperitie, when as he maic 
not complaine being in aduerlitie, 
Burt perchance, ſome wil ſaic, 
whercto ſerues al this > whether 
to?doubtles, that we ſhould count 
nothinga ſmal thing, which hur. 
Plies the teth the glorie of God. We ſpeake 
ae wk i 7 of common plaics, the verie moc- 
”  kerieof religion, and the toies of 
our life . | For while wee plaie at 
Theaters and ſtages,wearerauiſh- 
ed with theloue therof, according 
Prou. 10, to that in the holie Scripture, 7t s 
verle. 23. ; paſtime for 4 foole to do wickedlie, 
_ Andſo,in laughing at filchie and 
abhonunable thinges, we commit 


wicked- 


Mn 3z "1"=N 
wickednes : & thoſe no {mal ſins, 

* | bur therefore the more damnable : 

becauſe though they ſeeme ſmal 

at thehrſt fight, yer are they moſt 

peſtilent in the end. For inaſmuch 70 we 

as there be two moſt notorious e- 19s | 

uils, as when a man either ſlaierh - ary uf 

him(elte, or defacerh the gloric of fequening | 

© | God, both they are done in com-?** 

© | mon plaics. For at plaics both the 

© cucrlaſting ſaluation of Chriſtian 

Ipcople is quite extinguiſhed tho- : 

rough wicked filthines, 8 the ma- FN 

ieſtic of God violated,chrough ſa- "4-4 

crilegious ſuperſtition . For it is 

certaine thar it offendeth God,be- 

ing conſecrated to idols. 5 

For Mzneraa in {chooles of cx- 

erciſe, Venus at Theaters, Neptune 

atcircles,in the field Mars, Mercu- ft] 

rie at wreſtling places is adored, & 

| had in honor: and ſo,according to 

the qualitic of the Autors, fuper- | 


ſtinon 


3Z- 


tbe 


bene a lamentable thing: yet then 


A 3. blait of retrait” 


\ ſition doth encteaſe. 


Al vncleanes is ſhowed at plai- 
eng; al luxurioufnes at wreſthng; 


art tumbling al vnihametaſtnes; 


al madnes in caues. Vncleannes 1g 
one where; wantonnes another. 
whercg;anotherwhere 1 intemperan- 
cig,and madnes anotherwhere:bur 
the Diucl iseueriewhere; yea in e- 
neric particular placc where plates 


be,arc al the ſortes of Diuels. For 
they oouerne thoſe places whicl 


' are dedicated vnto them . And 


therefore the onelie inticement is 
not there,nor wickednes onelie in 


| ſuchſpe acles, or ſhowes. For it 


isa kind of ſacriledge belide for a 


_ Chriſtian!to be ar ſuch ſuperſtiti- 
' on; becauſe he taketh part with 


their idolatrie, whole feaſts he is 


dclighred withal. 
The whichalbcit alwaies it hath 


Þ5 


jrom plates and Theaters, 
is it moſt 1ntollerable,when as be- 
ſides rhe cuſtomable vſe of life, e1- 


| cher our aduerſitic, or proſpecritic 


doth make it the more hainous, 
And that becauſe God in aduer(t- 
tie ſhould be the morepacified, 8 
lefle offended in proſperitie. For 
Gods fauor ſhould be ſought for 


when he 1s pe, ae and when heis_ 


merciful, he ſhould not be ditho- 
nored . For we fall into aduerlitic 
through the diſpleaſure of God); 
and by his fauor, we caioic proſ- 
pcritie, i : 
But we docal things cleane 0- 
therwiſe, How ſo? doe you aske? 
marke what I ſaie., And firſt when 
God being intreated of his owne 
mercie (for wee do neuer (o liue, 
that we can deſerueto haue him 
entreated)bur,as I ſaie,when God 
hath entreated himſelfe,and giuen 
vsa peaccable time,great encreale, 


Proſperitie 
abuſed. 
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arich rranquillitie, andſtore of al 
_ thinges more than we can delirc 
thenwe ſd corruprour ſelues with 
ſuch proſperitie, and ſo defile our 
lives with wickednes, that we vt- 
terlic forget both GO D and our 
ſelues. And whercas the Apoſtle 


1 Tir, 2 ſaith, that The frute of peace which 


"* God doth [end,confiſteth in this that 
we shouldlead apeaceable and quiet 
life in al godlines,and honeitie : we 
vſerheſame as though God gaue 
itto the end, that we ſhould liue 
1n al drones. inal riotouſnes,in 
naughrines,in cheft and 1n al wic- 
kednes and diſhoabſtie: as though 
the benefire of peace giuen, were 
leaſure ro do wickedlic; and wee 
ſhould rake the truce of tranquillt 
tiear Gods hand the more licen- 


tiouſlic,and (ecurelictoſinne. 


Therefore wee are' vaworthic 


Gods Sits which vic the benefits 
_ of 


of God (o- wickedly ;:We mak 


occaſion 'of good —_ ito be 
onlie the matter of wickedaeg 


Wherebic commeth to paſlle, that 


peaccir ſclte 15 againſt vs. Forſs 
wedeale, thar better it were for vs 


to be withour that thing whey 
we proucthe wotfſe. 
Who would thinke 1t2we change 


the courſe of things by our wic- 
kednes; and what God of his meTr» 


cie made good, wemaketheſame 


i] for vs, throne our vile vein 
vior,&c, 

Ir cemninieclh ha we now pin 
that neither the gitres nor allure- 
mets of God do better ys one10te. 
Andwhartare they2what,butcucn 


our peace,quietnes, & cranquillicic 
which weenlioic according to our 


| with and deſire, Wherfore becauſe 
the matter doth ſo require, let vs 


vtter er ſome ſpecial thing, 


D.. Then, 
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"Th CN,as jy as we arein feare, 


in affliction,in perilswhen cher 


cirties with enimies are beſieged, 


_ or countries by inuaſton or anie 


other aduerlitie are waſted: then 


. webeatethe members of a Con- 


mon-weale, and by praicr cal for 
the aſsiſtance of God : If by the 
aide of God either townes be (a. 
ucd, or ſpoile and pilling hathan 


end; or the hoſt of enimies foiled; 


& al feare through the bleſing of 
God; is taken awaie| , whatdo wee 
ſtraight after al rhe(\ ſechings? I be- 
leeue we endcuor to requite the 
benefits that we haue receiued fro 
our Lord God with ſeruing, ho- 


noring, and reucrencing hus holie 


Name.(For this followeth,& ex- 
perience doth prooue, char they 
who arc thankefull get moc bene- 


fits,and they arc bleſſed with moſt 
ample and freſh rewardes that re» 
= quite 


| 
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| quite good rurnes, Tn, 
{| So happelie we do,& requiting | 
| ourG OD ar leaftwiſc ater the 
| miner of men,we rendergood for 
| hisbenefires, that is, we forchwith 
make recourſe ynto the houſe of 
the Lord, throwe our (clues ypon 
the ground, praie vnto him with 
joic and teares together, ſer forth 
the temple with our gifts, and be. 
| ſtow rewards. And becauſe tho- 
rough his gift wearemademerric, 
we ſhowethe ſignes of our oc in 
his temples,orleaſt wiſe, which he 
likes as wel, we renounce the for- 
mer wickednes of our life,ſlaie rhe | 
ſacrifices of good workes, and for 
| neweconſolations we offer the ſa- 
crifice of a new conuerſation, fina- 
lie we proclaimean holie warre a- 
eainſt al yncleannes , ſhun the. el 

madnes of ſtages, abhor the filthi- 

| hes of plates, promiſea new lite to 
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2 ha 


' 
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the Lord, and finalie for the at. 


rainement of his perpetual prote- | 
tion we offer yp our (clues who- | 


lie vnto God. 
Now, foraſmuch as theſe things 


which we haue metioned, ſhould 


bedone for Gods benefites newlie 
extended ypon vs, let vs conſider 
what is done. Wee run forthwith 
vntoplaies, we flie ynto madnes, 
the people diſperſe themſelues in 


 Theaters,the wholc multitude re- 


ucl it out ar ſtages, He beſtoweth 
ood thinges vpon vs, that wee 
ould be good; we contrariewiſc 
when we haue receaued good, en- 
creaſe our wickednes; He by his 
benefites calleth vs vnto godlines, 
we therby falroſin;Heby his gifts 
allurerh to repenrice, we ruſh yn-| 
to! vncleannes; Hecalleth ynto pu- 
ritic of 1 te,we folowefilthines. 
Elma WC end requite him for be 
libe- 


EY ne hen 


—Fomp plaies and Theaters. 


o Nbechtine we do wel either ac- 
_ knowledge, or honor him for his 
- | gifres, who as greatlie do recom- 


penſe him with iniuries ,ashe 


hath mercifullicbleſtys 
_ withbeneſhts. 


FINIS. 


eA third blait of retratt 
from plates and Theaters, | 
showing the abhomination 


of them in thetime preſence. 


ES7255) Nowlege makes 
| (L C | her o_ abode in 


hoe 


4d 


likelihoodof troth, For as hethar 


ried awaie with cuerie likelihood, 


maie rightlie be counted obſtinato 
and peruerſe; and without reaſon 


| being wedded too much ro mine 


ſeemethmenot to be ouerlightlic 


MA 3.blat of retrait © 
nor yetcarried awaie with cucrie 


is ynwilling to heare, is fartheſt 
from knowledge: ſo he thatis car- 


to be perſuaded commeth either 
of ſimplicitie,or compulſion. 

I write this to none other end 
bur to ſhowe, thatas I ought nor, 


owne opinion, to be caried to the 
defence of a wrong cauſe: ſo it be- 


miſled vntoerror _ the cen- 
ſure of thoſe, whoſe bare affir- 
ming or denial ſerue onelic to 


 maintainc,but not to prooue; for | n 


that 


* from — A” 


that men are not to be ſariſhed 
with wordes , but with reaſon. 
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Which if I maie be, I wil not be 


counted a peruerſe wrangler, bur. 
francklie wil condeſcend into the 


opinion of the wiſe: otherwiſe am 
to be pardoned though I ſtand er- 
neſt and ſtiffe again that which 
is contrarie to virtue ; dilagreing 
from good religion; furtheſt fram 


ciuilitie, and maie neither by ar- 


gument of reaſon , nor a0 of 


lcarning be defended: 

Such doubtlesis mine opinion 
of common plates, vſual ic|ting, 
and riming extempore , that in a 
| Chriſtian-weale they are not ſut- 
ferable . My reaſon is, becauſe 
they are publike cnimies to vir- 
rue,& religion ; allurements vnto 


{1ane; corrupters of good manners; 


the cauſe of ſecurine and carele(- 


nes; mecre brothel houſes of Bau- 
derie; 


44 
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derie; andbring both the Golpe 


into ſlander; the Sabboth-into con= 
remptz mens ſoules into danger 


and finalie the whole Common- 


wealc into diſorder. vl] 

Greatand hainous ſpeeches, na 
doubt: yetnotſo hainous ,as the 
exerciſeof them is odious; biring 
wordes , yer| not ſo bitrer as the 
caule requireth, | 


_ - Ir were 1] painting the Diuel 
like an Angel, he muſtbe portraied 


forthas hei is thathe maie the bet- 


ter be knowen. Sinne hath alwaies 


a faire cloake' to couer his filthie 


| bodie. And therefore he isto be 


turned out of his caſe 1nto his na- 


ked (kin, that his naſtic filthie bo- 
dic,and ſtinking corruption being 
wrotar pin ,hemight come into the 
tred and horror of men . For as 
weare naturalic of our (clues cuil 
and cortupr z :\o are we naturalie 
giuen 
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wen to loue our ſclues,and to be 
linded with our owne affeQions, 
inſomuch that, what we knowe 
ro be cuil, we are not aſhamed e1- 


ther openlic to defend, or llilic to 


cloake. 

 Theexcuſeof wick is but 
the increaſe of puniſhment; & an 
il cauſe detended by auQoritie, 8 
maintained by learning , bringes 
Magiſtrates into ſlander, and lear- 


ning into contempt. 


This I ſpeak 


countenance to vphold, nor y 


{kilto defend them. Bur yer,vnd 


_ corre&tion, an cuil cauſe maintai- 


nedis nearetheles cuil; & ASpitch 
defiles the toucher thereof, be he 


\neuer ſo cleane: ſo the virtuous 


bring their life inro queſtion ci-. 
ther by ſufferace, or maintenance 


of cuil. For who wil not judge but 
= 


c,for that I had 


thoſe afore-ſaid do want neither 
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#/IM a many allowes in another, | : 
he commendes in himſelfe? 
| therefore with reuerence nor 
as a teacher, but as a wel-willer 
both to the! noble and leatned , 
would withe them with Adrian 
the Emperor to ſuffer no paſtime, 
_ that matebring them to yanitie; 
nor to frequent that recreation, 
which tendes either ro the hurt of 
al Common-weale, orto the ouer-. 
throwe of religion. | Ef 
It istruethatone opinion maie 
| becontrarie to another; and that 
 forthediſliking of one,orrwo the 
qualitic of plaicn were not to be 
laideof, being ſo highlie eſteemed 
 ofalſortes of men, tor that cueric 
man conceauerh of the goodnes. 
or badnes of a thing according asit 
ſcemerh in his owne opinis. And 
therefore the thing which they 


diſcommend, maie be both liked, 


di. an PT hat. tat Sol wt won and wo 3A Ss wif gga= FFow as oat £©A A 
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— om plates and Theiters 
and ond, 


I confeſlethe ;indgement of one 
or two 15 not to be allowed in ſuch 
caſes : neuertheles the opinions of 
the rude multitudeare not alwais 
tae (oundeſt, which are mooued 
with ynconſtant motions, where- 
by manierimes they like of thar 
which is moſt hurtful; and diſlike 
that which is moſt profitable : be- 
cauſe the one pleaſerh their hu. 


mors, and the other reſtrainerh 


their affeftions. Thecenſure rher- 
fore of them who caric beſt groiid 
from Gods worde; and is moſt a- 
orceable to reaſon, molt profitable 
for the Comon-weale; leaſt hurr- 
ful ro our brethren; and tending 
alwaic to the reformation of ab- 


uſe, is ſooneſt to beallowed, and 
Gllowel.] 


Then whether this my iudgc- 


ment to be admitted or no, as be- 
ing 


| Fl 
-_ | 
” 
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' ingthe ſoundeſt, & reſpeRing the 
benefit of thigourcountrie,] leaue 


it to the iudgement of the godlic 


. wiſe,andlearned. And that I maie 
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ſceme to write nothing without 
ground, or to finde faulr without 


cauſe, I wil, GO Dto freend, ſet 


downe nothing ro prooue mine. 
aſſertion good, but what Scripture 


thal warrant, examples confirme, 
reaſon allowe, and 2 ws experi- 
ence ratifie, | 


Which mine arguments, ifanic 


by more colour of truth can ouer- 
throwe, I am readieto recant,and 


to allowe that for good, which 
can yet bur condemne as wicked, 

and thinke of al other to be the 
moſt intolerable abuſe in our Co- 


mon-weale, For othetwiſe I can- 
notthinke, vnles I be conſtrained, 
as Petrarch ſaith,to iudge by other 


mens ludgements3 which who ſo | 


| E doth, 


*% 
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dork ,audgerh not of himſelfe,bur 
reportes theopinion of others. 

Mane run on their courſes ve-_ 
ric vainche til it pleaſe God to cal 
them home by the Spirit of his 
grace vnto amendment of life. For 
when it (hal pleaſe him to touch 
the conſcience of the wicked with 
- ntance,the whole ſtate of their 

te doth alter from that it was be- 
nee as mate appeare.in S, Paulc 
at his conuerſion. And aſluredlie ' 
the Lord doth ſuffer vs manie- 
times to run paſt our ſelues, that 
when hehathcalled vs home, we ' 
maic become examples of yirtue 
and godlines ynto orhers, 


L confeſle that ere this 1 haue The Awor: 


bene a great afteCter of that yainc Hm is | 


art of Plaie-making , inſomuch fe. 
thar I haue thought no time {o 
wel beſtowed, as when my wits 
were exerciſed in the inuention of 
thoſe 


: gg 
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thoſe follies;I might: ſcarſelie wich 


patience heare anie man ſpeake, 


weare he neuer ſo learned & god- 


' / - lie, char thought to perſuade me 


from them. |So far was I from re- 


ceiuing of their good and godlic | 
: x" ends 1g that I ſtopped mine 
_ eares, and hardened mine harte a- 
oainſt their counſalle, Such i5our 


pecuitht nature; we can like of no- 
thing whic 


meth contrarie to our vaine opt- 


nions. And therfore i it is God on- 


he,that muſt rurneour mindes, 0- 


therwiſe wee {hal neuer diſcerne 
profirable frym hurtful things. For | 
_ albe we haue ſome about vs who 
+ counſalle vsthe beſt, & ſeeke our 
profit : yet for al chat our nature is 


ſo peruerſe & frowatd, that what 


is wel ſaid wil take no place. This 


tound I by my ſelfe, 8 this I now 
perceaue tobe in others: but the 


| Loxdes 


dorh diſlike vs,or ſee- 
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Lordes purpoſe 1s good inal his | 
dealings 4 5 73 
It might haue bene ſaid Hereby kame thou, 
of me then, as it was written ; Ss _-_ $ 
of thewicked,that they con- Jie rf plurus 
ſidered not the waies of the «other vanities, of. 
Lord, but after when 1t plea- gens. 1B 
ſed God of his mercie to cal diligene reading : | 
| mee to the reading of his _ — | 
wordc,anddiligent ſtudie of <= axe chants. 
Jrhe Scriptures , I began to 9p. 
loath my former life, and to miſ- 
like my owne doings; and I was 
no ſooner drawen with an hartic 
delire to returne ynto the Lorde, 
| |ÞutI found my ſelfe ſtrengthened 
[with his grace vnto good defires. 
For the Lord neuer faileth them 
| [that ſeeke him. Afluredlie his pro- Luke1rg. 
| [miſe canneuer deceaue men, but 
. [when they knock, the gate ſhalbe SRP | 
| [opencd vnto them; and when thy 
, [{ceke,they ſhal find, There 1s no- þ 
} | '” ehing 1 7-10 
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K God thing more required i inys, than 
ay wr 4 readie delire of wel doing, who no 
our hs. Joubt, be li fled 

oubr, being trulie 1ogratffed in our 

minds, (halbe (ſo watered with the 

dewe of Gods holie ſpirit, that is 

wil 1ncreaſc and growe vpinvsto 

amore tul [nk and perfeCtion, \ 

Whenl came roa ſtreit examuy. | t- 

nation of my life , which I had 

29 Þ FAM vainclie- conſumed I in thoſe cexer- 

mot abide Ciles; and that 1 began rocal mine | V 

the eruthof G1 doings | 1nto queſtion, and-ra 

Gods word; 

trie rhemby thetrue cuch of Gods 

word, I found wha 1 counted for | 

oold to bc but droſle, vile, and a D1 

Faineplait none account; hauing che pops 

make voine TIC TO make cheir Fajorers of 
folkgs, owe nature. EY 

The ende Then to the! «nd that FO 2 

mn -is ſhouldnot bedeceaued with that 

wo # wherewith my ſelfe was oucrta» 

ken, I thought it my part to laie 

open ro alm as cies the horrible |: 

> | ES. abuſc 
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abuſcaſwel of plaies as of the In- 
actors, & thediſorder of their Au- 
ditoric; that the abuſe being per- 
ccaued,cuerie man might rctorme 
himſelfte, & be weaned from their 


wickednes ; or otherwiſe, that the 


Magittrars being intormed might 
take ſuch good waics, that the in- 


| colerable exerciſe of plaics might 


be vtterlie put downe. For I am 


verilie perſuaded, that if they may 
be permitted ſtil ro make ſale of 


linne , we ſhal pul on our heads 


Gods yengeance, & to our realme 


bring an vrterconfulton, 

What I ſhal ſpeake of the abuſe 
by plaics of my owne knowledge, 
I know maie be affirmed by hun- 
dreds,to whome thoſe matters arc 
as wel knowen as to my {elte. 
Some citizens wiues,vpon whom 
the Lord for enſample ro others 
bath laide his hands, haueeuen on 

2 <A their 
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the Dinels 
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_ felled, that they haue recetued ar 

thoſe ſpethaces ſuch filthie mfe- 
_ ftions,as haue turned their minds 
from chaſt cogitations, and made 
2 them of honeſt women light huſ- 


_ 3.Cor. 6, 
verlic. 14 


wiucs; by them they hauc diſho- 


nored = veſſels of holines; and 
brought Cir huſbandes into con- 
| tempr, their children into queſtio, 
their bodies intolicknes,and their 
ER ſoules to the ſtate of cucrlaſting 


damnation. 


| Such 1s the nature and tnclina- 
| He that . 
| zoucheth tion of VS al, rhat we run whether 


ws ua aftetion leades vs, and arc with- 
2 | (4 : 


| 2.Sam. 22, fore,as Dauid faith Vith the god- 

verſe. 26. lie thou wilt showe thy ſelfe cock 
Ps,s 2 with the wpright man thou wilt 

Tb: 6. ' showe thy ſelfe Hh hg VVith the 
2 

” pure thou wilt shewe thy ſelfe pure, 
and with by fewad » thou Jr 


| ., 


Jah £4 — ts A. th. 


37 of remit prorng 
their death beds with teares con: 


drawen by.compamie. And there- 


ah ARG. AER. 


ſooneſt aſſalted , and hath ſuch 77% 
ſnares laid to entrap her,as,if God © 


showe thy ſelfe foward, 
The repaire of them thar are ho- Avoid fu- 


neſtto thoſe places of cuil reſort, #4 


makes their owne good life to be 
doubted of ; for. that the place 
breedes ſuſpicionaſwel of good as 
of bad. For who can ſee man or 
woman reſort to an houſe which 


18 notoriouſlie wicked, bur wil 
iudge them to beof he crewe of 
the wicked and yngodlie> 


The moſt honeſt wiſe , is the The — 


aſsiſt her not, ſhe muſt needes de. 
taken. 


note theabuſe of common plaies, 

I found mine harre fore ſmirren 
with ſorowe ({inne did there ſoa-,,_.,, 
bound & was ſo openlic commit- fame: open- 


red; that I looked when God in —_— ; 


juſtice would haue preſenthie in ,.,, my 


Ex. his 


When I gaue my ſelfe Leſt to. Eh; 


ies and Theaters, © 55 MY 


/ - 
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his wrath haue cotounded the be: 

- hs holders.) TheTheater I found to. 

al e- bean appointed place of Bauderig 

409d mine owne cates hauc heard ho- 

folazes, Pelt womenallured with abhomi- 

nable ſpeeches . Sometime Thaue 

ſcene two knaues at once impor-. 

runate [vpon one light huſwife, 

whereby muche quarel hath grow- 

en to the diſquieting of manie. 

There (eruants,as it 1s manifeſtlie 

\ * _  tobeprooued, haue conſented to 

= |. Fo the eir maiſters, to ſupplic rhe 

wan: of their harlots; there is the 

practiling with married wiucs to 

rraine them from their huſbands, 

and places appointed for morng 
aud conference. 

Who can When | had taken 2 note Sf al 

fewr plies theſe abuſes, 8 ſawe thatrthe The- 


-when the 


"vers 12. ALEC WAS bowake a conſulrorie 
| ſetres ab- Hhoule of Satan, I concluded with 


—_— my elf ro  iniploic oy pen 


”—— w—_ <<  —_— — _ _ 


w——_— 
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to ſo vile a purpoſe, nor to be an 


ked rogither, 
It maic ſceme Lam oucrlauiſh 
- | of ſpeech; and that which I haue 
E | publiquehe expreſſed of others by 
- | mincowne knowledge mighr hauc 
» | bene diſlembled Bat I hauelcar- 
= | ned thar he whodiflembles rhe c- 
*, | uil which he knowes 1n other 
e | men, isas giltic before God of the 


inſtrument of gathering the wic- 


yerlſc,. 


, | neither agree in 4 controuerſie to 


decline after many, and ouerthrowe 
the truth. I cannot therefore but 


- 
l | reſiſt ſuch wickednes,leaſt I might 


= {| ſeeme to'maintaine them. For he 
e | that difſembles vngodlines is a 
t | traitor roGod. 
n 
0 


Since therefore that the cauſe is 


Gods, 


0 offence. as the offenders theſelues. 
e | Andthe Lord hathexpreflic com- | 
e | manded in. Exodws, that weshould Exod. 23, 
O | not folowe 4 multitude to do euil,," 


| a. | 


ters forth of ſinng,as neither they, 


Gods,T, bu vrefſ forth my ſelfe 
tobe an Aduocate againſt Saran 
ynto therooting out of ſinne. For 
I am fully reſolued in Gods truth, 
to build ſo ſtrong and ſure a fun- 
dationagainſt rheſe ſellers, 8 ſer- 


nor their adherents thal cuer & 


| able to overthrowe. And my truſt 


is that the godlie wil ioine with 


' me ro the ſ{uppreſsing of thoſe 


which fight againſt his worde,wa- 
ging their batrel on the Sabboth 


daicthe more conuenientlic to de- 


| ſtroie the ſoules of the children of 


God. 
The cauſe is oencralic to bede- 


fended,for that the contention. of 


the Aduerſaries i is about religion, 
and thereforenone can bFdiſchar- 
ged for bare ſaieng they &nſent 


not to the wicked . For it is the 


part of eucric true ſaldier of ITeſus 
Chriſt 


oO mg EC l,_>0O =» A. 
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Chriſt with al power to with- ns 3 
ſtand,8& reliſt ſuch as offer wrong 
to the maicſtic of GO D,by hin- 
dering the ſeruice which we owe 
vynto him, Weare to be enimies 
ynto the death againſt rhoſe vp- 
holders of wickednes;and nener to 
giuc ouer the batre] in ſo holie, 8& 

inſt a quarel, 

We ſce the wicked are alwaies 
readie to maintaine euil cauſes, 8 
1n theſe dates the worſt men ſhal 
find bearers,and bolſterers, and be 
ſupported by thoſe,who by juſtice 
are to {uppreſle them ,0rat leaſt to 
reforme heir abuſes, which are in- 

tolerable. If the wicked lurke to- 
| gether ro vphold their lewdenes, | _. 
how much more ought the faith- 
ful ro iofne rhemſclues rogerher | 
to plucke downe vanitie ! Mir 

I knowe my ſelfe a worme of " 


al other the weakeſt to medle in 
theſe 


= — —— — ———— _—_— No 


ha I dare, Lioflamd with the ho: q 
 lezcaleof Daxidin the quarel of 
God , vaproyided þ both of armor 
and weapon, with one poore lin 


ſi 


hn, ba A 


reliſt the ſtrength of their hugelt | c 
Champion, and endure the bruar | t 
of his fierce aſlalts 3 doubting nor | r 
but to finde ſome that wil {tande { 
- with me to ouerthrowe the eni« | i 
 miiesof G OD, and to pul downe | « 
thoſe flags of dehisde which Satan | x 
hath ſer vp againſt che preaching Þ t 
of the Gol; pel to the decaic of the | i 

_ Church. { 


Lei vs ddlaic no time, deere bre- | ; 
thren,their doings : are abbomina« l 
ble in the {1ght and cares of God, 
and condemned of rhe righteous: 
if therefore ſentence againſt their 
cuil workes be nor exccuted ſpee- 


delice, The hertes cd the children of | 


meats 


3 ae a: 


Y ew, as Eccleſiaſtes faith, " with ful EcclA, 11. 
| lic et in them to do euil. 


to the Common-wealth, are by 


to be delt withal by degrees . 


repel them from the libertie of roy. 


le found fault withal, & allowed: | 


It there were nothing to moue Plaies FX 


you,bur the breach of Gods com- —_— 

mandement, it were great cauſe tO Goſpel, bus 
ſtir vp your godlicturic, and zeale #97 %* | 
Commun 


tO diſcommend plaics vaetlic: but weale. : 
their abuſes ſtretching further i in- 


P—_— "_ 


ſufferance growen ſo huge, that it 

is hard dealing with them as a- 

gainſt foes; for they are become Waies how 

priuate freends. They are therfore —_— 

Fort” Jl 

it 15 verie hard to roote out that. , 

fro our hartes, be it neuer ſo great - | 

an abuſe, wherof we haye concea- | | 

ueda good opinion. =] 
Let therefore the Magiſtrate but 7% —_ 


rze in ſu 
plaicng on the Sabbothdaie . For preſſing , 


that is theabuſe which is genera- pane. 


of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Exo.20, $. 
= 


on, 


ks 


—_ ——_—_—_— —_— —_— ——_—— my — —_— 


of ſufferance,and might with caſe 


Prince,whoſe auftoritic is aboue. 


= 3 Vlatt of refit > Ss 
of none but thoſe who are aloe 
rher deſtitute of the feare of God, 
and withour conſcience, To plaie 
on the Sabboth is but a priuiledge 


be repelled, were it throughlie fo-, 
lowed. The warrant —_ Magi- 
ſtrars haue to forbid plaies is great, 

and paſſed vnto them by ſuch a 


al au&ories of carthlie goucrnors. 

God hath giuen vsan expreſle | 
commandement that wee ſhould 
' not violate the Sabborh daie; and 
preſcribed an order how it ſhould 


be ſanRiked, namelie in holines, 


which God by Calling into minde the ſpiritual 


re 


22 


both. 


| 
| 
[ 
| 


_— reſt hearing the worde of G O D; 


andceſsing from worldlic bulines, 
Wherevpon 1/aza4h the Propher 
ſhowing how the ſabboth ſhould 


Eli no: 58, be obſcrued, ſaith If thou turne a« | 


I3. 


« way thy frmgfon the Sabboth, from 
doing 
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derng thy wil on mine holie daie, & 

cal the Sabboth a delite,to conſecrate 
e [1,45 glorious to the Lord, and shalt 
[honor him, not doing thine owne 
wates, nor ſeeking thine owne wil, 
| ror ſpeaks 
i- | shalt thow delite in the Lord, anl 1 

t, | wil cauſe thee to mount 1/pon the hie 

a [places of the earth, and feede thee 

e | with the heritage of Iaakob thy fa- 

+. | ther - for the mouth of the Lord bach 

e ſpoken it. Ba 
dj Here we ſee how the Land rc- Hew the 
d [quireth chat this daic ſhould be 
d joy en and what reſt he looketh ſumed. 

,, | for at our hands, But,alas,how do 
il | we followe the order which the 

} | Lord hath ſer downe! Is nor the 

S. | Sabboth of al other daies the moſt 
t abuſed 3 > which of vs on that daie 

d | is not carricd whether his affeCti- 

= | on leades him vntoal difſolutenes 

w | of life ? How "often do wee yſcon © 
g 3 that 


4 vaine worde, then Eſa.58, 14, 


— —— — a Dt. 


oy 7 Fi, 2 0. 
that Jaid vnreuerend ſpeeches} 
| whichof vs hath his harr occupi. 
| edinthefeareof God? who 1snot 
- I | led awaie to the beholding of 
thoſe ſpeQacles, the ſight whereof 
| can bring bur confuſion both to. 
| our bodics and ſoules 2 
* At plaier Arcnotourcies (there *) carri- 
Exerie me- cd awaic with the pride of yanitiet 
4 pod ; our cares abuſed with amorous, || 
| pizics.  thatis lecherous,filthie,and abho- 
11 | minableſpeech? Is norourtong, 
. ____ which wasgiuenvs onelicto glo- 
| R | rifie God withal, is not our tong 
there imploied ro the blaſphe- 
ming of Gods holie Name or the 
Ti, commendation of that is wicked? 
| Are not our hartes through the 
pleaſ! urc ofthe fleſh;the delight of 
the eic; and the fond motions of 
_ the mind, withdrawen from the 
| ſeruice of the Lord,& meditation 


” of his OI $1: 
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| $o charalbe ir is a ſhame ro ſaie 
, yer doubtles whoſocuer wil 


ll with what mulrirudes thoſe 
idle places are repleniſhed,8 how 
emptiethe Lordes {anCuaric 1s of 


| his people,may welperceaue what | 


deuotion we haue. We maie wel 
{aie, wee are the ſeruants of the 
Lord: but the flender ſeruice wee 


do him, and the (mal regard we 


haue of his commandements, de- 
clares our want of louc towardes 


him. For, 1f yee lowe me , ſaith lohn, 14, 
Chriſt, \keepe ny commandements. "i. 15. 
We mate wel. K hirelings, but we 


are none of his houthold. 
Wherfore abuſe not ſothe Sab- 
both daie, my brethren, leauc not 
the remple of the Fork {it nor ſtil 
in the quagmire of your owne 
luſtes : bur pur ro your ſtrength 


to helpe your ſelues, before your 
oWne waight {inke you downe to 


hel. 


oY" R 
: 
ol 


| | 
| ” x 
| x 
| WS 


Ephs, 16. hel. Redeeme the time, for the daies 
are eul. 
Alas, whar folic is in you, to | 
purchaſe with a penie damnation 
None +. © Y Our ſelucs ? why ſeeke yeeaf- 
Bad im <>. ter {inne, asaftera banker? None 
yn = delight in thoſe ſpeQacles , bur 
afugnr ſuch as would be made ſpeRacles. 
weld be ACCOUNT not of their drofle; their 
ſecteckes. treſures are roo baſe tobe laied vp 
| inthe richcoafers of your minde. 
. Repcatanee is furtheſt from you, 
| when you are neareſt ſuch maie- 
| games, Alof you, forthe moſt 
| part, do leeſe rhe time, or rather 
_ | wilfuliecaſt the ſame awaie con- 
| remning that as nothing, which 
| is foprettous as your liues cannot 
| reddeeme. | 
Time world I WW ould ro God you wW ould be- 
wee ve i. ſtowe the time you conſume in 
| thoſe vanities in (ecxing] atrer vit- 
| kue,8 glorie, For to ſpeake trulie, 
whatſ(ocuer 


s 


* bw od 
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whatſoeuer 1s not conuerted to 


the vſe wherefore it was ordained, 


mate beſaid to beloſt. For to this 


. . 
þ n _ —— 
- _— — — — 0 —_ a om [bn Wie. 
, 
6 | | 
- 
; . 


cnd was man borne , and had the x, ma 
benefit of time giuen him, thar he ccazwn 


might honor, ſerue, and loue his 


Creator,& thinke vpon his good- 


nes. For whatſoecuer is done with - 


out this is, doubtles caſt awaie. 
Oh, how can yee then excuſe 
your (clues for the loſle of time! 


do ye imaginethat your careleſſe 


life ſhai neuer bee broughr into 
queſtion . Thinke yee the wordes 
of S. Paule the Apoſtle are ſpoken 


in yaine, when he ſaith, YYemuZit 2.Cor 


al appeare before the indgment ſeate verſe. 19. 


of Chriit, that euerie man maie re- 
ceiue the things which are done in 


bus bodie, according to that he hath 


done , whether it be good or cull. 
When thataccountſhalbe taken, I 


tcare me your reckoning wilbe ro 


ſecke. 


ov, 


('Þ 


| 86. Wis ah, 


kd —_—— en Wd "—_ 
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ſocke. Ol 
*  Butyouſaie, wth al is wel, can 
_ the Lord ſce chis) wel, folowe the 
rhoughtes of your owne harrs, 8 
{ce what thal come vpon you? yee 
thal 6ndal your imaginations to 
| bewicked; and though you flatter 
/ yourſelves 1nyour f 1nnes, tempt 
| the Lotd in his mercie,and pricke 
| forward his {lownes of wrath by | 
your preſumption : yer he will 
ſtrike 1n tl ic end to your vtter c0- 


Eedly, 79, fuſion . Be thou not wicked oner« 


much neither be thou foolish; where- 
fore shouldeft thou perish not in thy 
time,Caith Fecletiaſtes godlic. And 


 Prou, 30, Salomon, Tf thou hait bene foolish 


vetle; 32. inliftingup thy ſelfe,and if thou haſt 


 thoneht wickedlie, laie thine hande 

ſe from won thy mouth. * Againc, Bleſſed 
P:ou. 38, is the man that fearet) alwaie, but 
veiic. 14. . he that hare Pe F his barte Shal fal 


into eutl. | * et 
TG What 


es ana. 
I Ge? None but the 


What! 


n wicked fayor iniquitie. The deſpi- | 


ſers of G OD, looke where they 
take anie pleaſure, and find Feet- 
nes, there they hold.chem-ſ[clues, 


k | and feede their greedic humors; 8 


2 Ft falleth out, as Salomon ſaith, 
t | that he whois throughlic an hun- 
ce | gred,thinkes the. meare which he 


| carcth to be ſweete, alchough it be 


y 

ll | as bitter as wormewood. 

- | Thoſevnſauerie morſels of yn- 
| ſcemelic ſentences paſsing out of 
= | the. mouth of .a ruffenlie plaier 
y | doth more content the hungric 
d-j humors of the rude multitude , 


þ | and carieth better relliſh in their 


mouthes, than the bread of the 
«£1 foule.'' | 
+ | They arealwaics cating , & ne- 
= Þ ver fariſhed;euer ſecing,and neuer 
 { contented; continualic hearing,8: 
'. Wh 1.{-.* + | ml 
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worde, which is the foode of the 
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never wearied; they are greedie of 
wickednes,and willer no time not 
{parc for amie weather (ſo great is 
cheir deuotion to make their pil- 
grimage) to ofter their penie to the 
 Diuel. | 
The natwre - Itisthenature of the withad 
of fume. to finde alwaie ſuch ſweetenes in' 
their miſdoings, ; as they wil neuer 
 giueouer,ril they, be ouerthrowen 
by Gods righteous iudgement,of | 
reclamed by the ſecret working of 
his holic ſpirit. || 
Calwn vp. Lookeypon an whore-maſter: 
en 1ob,chap. if he beonce chaſed with his owne 
oe luſt, the Diuel'blindes him, and 
| makes him take ſuch pleaſure | in 
his wickednes, that al his dclighe 
is therein, If a ma be gmeti todro- 
kennes, or ro other wickednes, he 
wil hardlie be reclamed, or giue it 
ouer, ſo great ſwcetencs doth he] 
taſt in thoſe ynſcemelie pleaſures} 


bo 


4 _ . — 
| 
| 
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if ſo I maic ſaie. Thus you maic 
ſce the deſpiſers of God do finde 


{weerenes 1n al their miſdoings. 


O ” deere brerhren , ler not 
your 

kednes; 1t behooucth you to be 
ycrie warie, and circumſpe& how 
you thruſt your ſelues into pub- 
lique aſſemblies of prophane 


plaics, ſince there be ſo manie in- 


ticements vnto looſenes, & ſo ma- 


nie meanes to traine you to vn- 


thriftines there, as wonder it is, if 
you haunt them but your ſoules 


wilbe gricuouſlic hurr. 


Pleaſure theircapitaine is ſo po- 


litique an entmie, that he knowes 


ie | how to traine you into danger, 


But when ye arc- once within his 
lap , hard wil itbe for you to cſ- 
cape. becauſc he can yſe you ſo 
_ him- 

at yee wil 


ſelfeto your apperites,t 
1 a 
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eCtions caric you to wic- 


rather 


"UR 


ome Oo Ot 0 St AR <> or ID on - - 
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rather w iſh to be in bondage WOT: 


him,than ar libertic Hh him, 
Sorhat yecarewarclie to ſhun his 
 ambuthes,and ſoto retire,thatSa- 
tan be not able to endamageyou. 

_ aniekindof waie, Andthatyou 


maiec do it the better, it is meete 
that yee be made priuic to his Cub- 


+ tile pollicies, 


| Ir was trulie ſaid of Chryoſtome, 
that noncis hurt bur of himſelfe; 


no man hath fo dangerous a foe, 
as that he caries about him . The 


| ſnake in our boſome,which wee 
_ nuriſh with ſuch care, pt ſooneſt 


annoie vs, Ler vs throwe awaie 
our ficſhlie minds, and bridle our 
afkeCtions., For if chey maic hauec 
the ned, they wil neuer leaue run- 
ning til they haue ouerthrowen 


vs, and brought vs toa wretched 
wal 


In che beginning cueric diſcaſe 
| - -1 


or rermur Frog 
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is to be ſtopped, and cured; bu ifa 


] ſore run ouer-long it wil growe 


paſt the cure ofthe Phyſition. 


The Magiſtrate is therefore to Pu%e of #« | 
| prouide in time a remedie to re- 
|] drefſe the miſchiefes that arelike 


ro enſue by this common Jens 
They which gouerne the ſtate are 


to trie,and decerne each cauſe,that 


they appeare not to deale vnadui- 
ſedlie. They are tobe diligent to 
finde our the truth of things; and 


whena matter is knowen of them 


to be cuil, it is their part to re- 


forme it; otherwiſe by negligence 


they ſhal run into the diſpleaſure 


of God, 


The Magiſtrates hartmuſtbeas 
the hart of a Lion . He is not to 
ſhrinke 1n rhe Lordes cauſe, or to 
ſtand in feare to reforme abuſes of 
the Common-weale , becauſe of 


ſome particular men of auCtorine, 


He 
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Magiſtrate. 


Virtuerof a 
Magiſtrate. | | 


7 4 


A 3bla#t of retmit 
He muſt haue both ſtournes, and 
conſtancie to repreſle euil . And 
thendoubtles the Lord wil bleſſe 


 themin thcirenterpriſes. Ler not 


therefore the interceſsion of the 


migh tic mooue the Magilſtrate ro 


Rlale his {worde from doing wſtice 
on the wicked. 

The parcualitic which is vſed in 
theſe daies for fauor, makes theſe 
yonkers to become bolder by rea- 
ſon of thoſe liberties which are 
granted them. They vphold them- 


ſelucs by the countenance of their 


maiſters:as if their auRoritic were 
a warrant ſufficientfor them to do 
euil,and to beare them out againſt 


good orders. | 

Let nar the abuſe of he Sab- 
both procecedefurther and further, 
and in the meane. while the judge 
be alooker on , daring not for feare 
ro reforme their Sa—_—_ til al be 


out 


4 s - 
| 
F 


+ 


FJ | 


id | out of order. Alas,that priuate af- 4m for 
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te&tion thould ſo raigne in the Neve-men. 


Nobllicie, that to pleaſure, as they 


chinke, their ſeruants, and to vp- 
hold them 1n their vanutie, they 
thould reſtraine the Magiſtratcs 
from exccuting their office ! what 
credite can returne tothe Noble, 
to colitenance his men to exerciſe 


that qualirie which 1s not ſuffer- 


able in anie Comon-weale? wher- 
as it was an ancient cuſtome, that 
no manof Honor ſhould reteine 
anic man, but ſuch as was excel- 
lent in ſome one good quahitic or 
other, whereby if occaſion ſo ſer- 


ued,he might gethisowneliuing? 


T hen was cuerie noble mis houſe 
a Common-wealc in it ſelfe : but 
lince the retcining of theſe Cater- 

illers,the credire of Noble men 
bach decaied, & they arethought 


to be couctousby permitting their 


6 ſcruants, 


> ; "Bly#t ifretguit 
ſeruants,which\cannot liuc of the: 
ſclues, and whome tor necrenes 
they wil not mainltraine, to liue at 
the deuotion or almes of other 
men, paſsing from countrie to 


countrie, from one Gentlemans 


houſe to another , offering their 


ſeruice, whichis a kind of begge- 
rie. Whoi in deede, toſpeake more 
 rrulie,arebecome beggers for their 
frebanre- For comonalic the good- 
wil men beare to their Lordes, 
makes them drawe the ſtringes of 
their purſesto extend their libera- 
htie ro themzwhere otherwiſe they 
would nor. 

By ſuch elf perſons much 
time1s loſt; and manicdaies of ho- 
neſt traucl are turned into vaine 
exerciſes. Wherein1s learned no- 

_ thing but abuſe;poore men living 
. on their handic labor are by them 


. trained vnto \vnehrifrines (ler 


| _ by 
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by. their gaudes are allured from 
their ſtudies. 

Thus the people are ako 
youth corrupted;the Sabborh pro- 
phaned; and of al theſe evils, who 
are counted rhe ypholders bur the 
Noble, who of right ſhould cſta- 
blith the Jawe of the Roman Tra- Traime 
jane, who commanded that no ”* E»x+- 
plaier, icſter, nor wugler ſhould be Ae 
admitted in Ja Common-weale 
ro pick the purſes of his ſubicQs, 
bur that they ſhould cither barns 
{ome Occupation ro mainteine 
them(ſclucs1n their owne houſes, 
or otherwiſe be banithed out of 
Rome, But now (ſuch like men,vn- 
der the title of their maiſters or as 
 reterners, are priuiledged tq roaue 
abroad, and permitted to publiſh _ 
their mametrecein cucric Temple ;; 
Tof God, and that throughoutEn- with plates. 

gland,ynro the horrible contempr 


of 


aan th... —— 
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ſerned *n jon, that the Lord is neuer ſoul | 


A 3.bla## of retrait © 
of praicr .| So that now the San- 
Qtuarie is becomea plaiers ſtage, 


78 


anda den of theeues and adulte. | 


Why the TItwas ordained in Rome wby that 


Emp. 77z- aforcſaid Emperor , that the Ro-. 


zane ordai- 


ned bu 22. 924775 (Nould obſerue but 2 2. ho- 
bobe-daies \je daies throughout the whole 


8/ronghuut 
te yeere. Yecre. For he thought without al 


doubring,that the gods weremore 
ſcrued on ſuch daics as the Ro- 
mans did la 

as they reſted : becauſe the vices 


were moc then which they did 


an the Gerifices they 


commit , th 


did offer. 


mel Lok that OpI- 
—_—_— Corrie as on the holie-daics. For 
then hel breakes loaſe. Then wee 
- permit our youth to haue their 
On ; and. when they arcout of 


the git of their maiſters, ſuch 
 goucrn- 


r,than on ſuch daics 


- 
Ah _— FI"""IIY ai Aa 


— — — 0 — 
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youcrnment haue they of them- 


(clues, that what by 1] companie 
they meete withal, & il examples 


they learneat plaics, I feare me, I 
tcare me their harts are more alie- 
nated in two houres from virtue, 
than againe maie wel be amended 
ina whole yeare. 

But ler vs leaue to [ peake h ere- 
of, and returne we to the further 
abuſe of rheſc plates, which is in 


ÞT breach of the firſt Table of the co- 


mandements , Is it not expreſlic 
commanded of God in Deutero- 


nomie, That we Should not take his Deux, F. 


Name in vaine, either by ſwearing 


_ pashlie,or falſlie ? Are we not flathe 


warned , if wee doe infringe the 
ſame, that he wil not hold vs 'S oilt- 
les? yer how wel this commande- 
ment 1s. kept ar plaics , no man 


which reſorresto care them, bur 


How - 


can report, 


79 


: 
/ 
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mar ny ins we em orenes 


Bo o | 4 , 

The baſs How ofien! is thi ſacred, andre: 
7's «<e, ucrend Nameof God blaſphemed 
«ſed «« on the ſtages, without regard of 
p3% his iudgements:Is nor he held the 


oallanreſt rufler, that can rap out 


_ the moſtdiſguiſed othes,to tempt 
the Lord wathal ! As who ſhould 
faic,it wereallowable to ſweare,ſo 
it were done couertlie, As if it were 
none offence to reſemble the wic- 
kedz and that ro go cma Were 
commendable. 

Marth. 5, Chriſt hath willed 1 vs not to 

veric. 34: ſweare at al , but theſe felowes 
_  thinke they maiciuole with God, 

_ as they do with the world. There- 

| fore to verefie their falſe-hoodes 

they rake the names of 7 upiter,S4- 


' turne, Tuno, & ſuch like prophane 


Gods,as they are called,and God- 
deſſes: of the Genrils,and that they 
thinke they maie Joc lawfulic. 
'But,if that be not tlawfulwhich Fi 

the 


_— —  — _ mi Heat X£A a ts 


\W, 


EY andheaters. $1. [ 
the Scripture is not warranted, I] —\ 
dare auar that that ſwearing is as- 
odious as the other;and as plainlie 
forbidden by the worde of God. 
As we maic read in Exodus, where Exod. 23, | 
among other things that God ſer. * nw 3. 
ecth downe for the Iſraclits ro do, 
he giucth this vntothem asa prin- 
cipal charge , that they make no_ 
mention of the names of other 
Gods that they open not their lips 
ro ſpeake of them; or to ſweare by 
hen ,or otherwiſe, And hereypon 
Dauid faith , That the ſorowes of PRI16, 4. | 
them which offer to another GOD 
chalbe multiplied, their offerings of 
bloud, ſaith he, wil I not offer, nei- 
ther make mention of their names 
with my lips. 

How then can theſe men excuſe Pliers Y 
them-ſelues , that they haue nor fer /=*- 
offcred this ſacrifice of bloud ! 
when they nor onelic namethoſe 


prophane 


prophane gods in their mourthes, 


A An affirme , that theſe men 


on, and without repentance (hal- 


- his merites. 


, which oughr to be holden holie in 


| _  ourligar- 
 Levuir. 79, 


verſe. 12. 


thelearned,my (elf maic not paſſe | 


but open reproches againſt rho 


LT tf rein” 


and takethem as witneſſes of cheir 
talſhood, ſhal wee nor fſaic they 


haue conſented to idolatrie > I re- 


fer their cauſe to be conſidered of 


beyond my latchet:but this much 


which dallte with God with their | 


blaſphemous ſwearings , are not 


out of the danger of his indignati- 


be no partakers' of Chriſt, nor of 
For al theirothes whatare chey 


Name of God > When theſe men 
{weare, as they {weare at aduen- | 


ture, doth i ir not declarethat they 
r card not the Nameof G OD, 


Pm, ts win we Q) ot . A > 89A XX wu was ftw jc cc... od 


ho ſo ſmearethwainlie 


4 the N of tre Lord defileth it; |t 
The 


wes ——"—— _— C_—_— 


np 


ATT. BIT 


The Iſcaclitnſhwomans ſonne for Leniz. 24, | 


blaſpheming the Name of the verſe. 10. 


Lord, was ſtoned ro death, HAS || 


How 1s it, my deere brethren, Who con 


that wecan hear he Name of the "= =! 


Lord vtterced from the mouth of hor them. \ 


theſe blaſphemers , withour ca- 
ſting downe our heads , and ac- 
knowleging his infinite maieſtic! 
How is 1t that we canheare,with- 
out ſtopping our cares, ſo manie 
counterfer orhes yttercd of plaiers! 
which, as light as they ſceme in 


plazes are 
our cies, are great reproches, and, acceſſerie 


1niuriesto the Maiceſtie of GOD. ##%enic- | 


kednes of 


Whereynto yee are acceſſarie,in- plajers 


aſmuch as yee can youchſafe ro 
- | heare them without ſcruple of c6- 
ſcience. But it appearcth yec haue 
litle conſcience , and therefore be 
ſo litle moucd. : 
Others there be which FORE 
themſelues in euil, accopting that 7 24+ 
pretious 


heare plaies | 


Heavers of | 


EE th vt 


A note e of 
| Megiftrazs. 


—— 3,0 7 af z rerrad © 
pretious which is moſt prophane, 
They wil ſtand in contention, and 


defend the cauſe of the wicked, 


 yeathey haue prepared argumers 
_ againſt Gods children ; fo {mal 


power have they ro withſtand the 


fancies which the diuel putteth in-. 
to their heads. Wel, ler theſe men 


make theit arguments, as ſure ag 


they can , though they haue an 
| hundred coplies in the defence of 
_ thewicked, yea, and ſuchas maie 


ſceme to carie good likelihood for 


the maintenance of their cauſe « 


ycrſhal they beas nothing, bur fal 
rotheearth,whenthe iudge of the 
cauſe \hal| argue againſt them. 


W har ſhal I (aie>wickednes {oen- 


crcaſeth,, and groweth more and 


| more to ripenes,when men giue it 
{cope, 8 ſecke not toredreſſe it in 


conucnient time . When the wic- 


ked are ſuffered and not repreſſed, 
W 


— 


”— — 
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 " Jromiſllaies and Theaters, 
we muſt needs ſaic the Magiſtrate 
is a cauſe of. ſuch miſbehauior. 


Sixe ſcore yceres before the loud, 

the world did ſo exceede involup- © 
rnouſnes and plcaſure, as if the 
Lord had left to take the charge of 
| men : but whileſt they liued ſoat 


pleaſure & caſe,their arrainement 
was preparing in heauen; & when 


| their ſinne was ripe, the Lord pro-. 


nounced judgement againſt thoſe 
wicked liuers ; rained from hea- 
ucn,& madea general ſubmerſion 


Jof the whole worlde, I cannor 0- 
therwiſe think, but that the wrath 


of God hanges ouer vs, and that 
our arrainrfient 1s alredie drawen : 


[welacke butour indgment,which 
can pronounce nothing bur death 


and damnation , the finnes of al 
men are {o greeuous. 


If we would conſider the ſhort- 
4ncs of our life, which with the rur- 


| 
i 


4 oc. dz. a 


pm” s A; blatofretrit © 
'__ningof an hande maiebecur off; | t| 
we could nor be ſo carcles of our | h 
ſelues. Bur the pleaſures of this t| 
lite {o beguile vs,& drawe vsfrom | t 
RE :1| | | whe colideration of our eſtate, that | k 


wearc vtterhc vimindful of our | { 
duties, and forgetful of God, and | | 
his worde. Bur ler vs not chinke 0 
thar God in ſparing vs of his mer-| fl 
cic, doth giuc libcrtic for to {inn | n 
as chough we might do wickedlie || 
26 becauſe we are vapunithed. Oh ler Jc 
B23 VS not delaic our amendment til | t 
--, he (mite, bur rather with the re-|o 
LL -||}-. pentng Niniunes aduiſedle pre- 
ucnr his 1ndgements : otherwiſe, 
| whenwethalſate like reprobates, 
1 Theſf.s, Peace, and ſalfetie, then shal come | 
verſe. ' 3- 2pon vs ſudden deitruction. 
© | Alas tharwe ſhould ſovamea- 
Eo. ſurablic tolowe thoſe vanities ;| 
Ba which God condemneth. Thoſe 
os I —_ of the age, what are 
© 3108 of they, 


Jromplaies andTheaters $5 ©" 
they but thedrifts of Satan;which | 
he vſeth to blind our cies withal, TN - 
the more calilie to carie ys from 
the obedience of GOD! Such WC 
knacks from time to time he hath UML. 
ſer vp,and men haue willinglie fo- | 
lowed that which they haueliked 1:44 
of, and which the pleaſure of the | 
fleth hath drawen L Wi vnato, Yea = 
now adaies we {ee manie that on- 
lic ſeeke after thoſe yaine delights, 
counting no time wel ſpent, bur 
that they conſume in beholding 
- | of gaudes. rn 
And albe theſe paſtimes were 
, [not (as they are)to be condemned = 
; | ſimplic of rcheir owne nature : yer 
e [becauſe they are ſo abuſed they 
| Jare abhomitnable. For the foole no 
- [ſooner ſhoweth himſelfc in his 
-Icolors to make men merrie , but l 
e [ſtraight-waiclightlic there folow- Oe 
cth (ome yanitic, not onlie ſuper- 

Gi,  fnonsg;. 
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| being forbidden by S.Paulcin his 


-A 3 vlait of retract 
fluous, bur beaſtlieand wicked. 
Yer are we ſocaried awaiewith 
his vaſcemelic ocſture, and vnre- 
uerecnd ſcorning, that wee ſceme 


onelie to be delighted in him; and 


arc not content to {porr our ſelues 


with modeſt mirth, as the martter 
g1ues occaſion, valles 5 it be 1nter- 
mixed with knakcrie , dronken 
meric-ments , craftie coolcnings, || 
vndecent iuglings, clownith con- 
CCites,& ich other curſed mirth, 
as is both odious in the ſight of 
God,& offenſe to honeſt cares, 


epiſtle vnto the Epheſians, where 
he willech vs expreſlic, that New 
;. ther filthines , neither foolich tal- 


king, nor ieiting, which are things 
not comelie, Should be once named 


among vs, Al which things wee 
now count bur light ſinnes (ſo 
blinde WC ATC, and ſo far _” OUT 

ED]  ſ{elues, 


Ss eo. —_— rods anh 
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ſclues,8& the knowledge of God.) 
No zelous hart but muſt needs 
bleed,to ſee how manie Chriſtian 
ſoules are there ſwalowed vp in 
the whirle-poole of diueliſh im- 
pudencie . Whoſocuer ſhal viſit 


the chappel of Satan, I meane the 
Theater , ſhal finde there no want 
of yong ruffins, nor lacke of har- 


| lots, vtterlie paſt al ſhame : who 
preſle to the tore-frunt of the ſcaf- 


; 4 mee 4 
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; _ : 
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Theaters 
cha 
peliof, oY 


tan. 


toldes, to the end to ſhowe their 


impudencic,and to be as an obieCt 
to al mens cies. Yea, ſuch is their 


| opcn ſhameles behauior,as cueric 


man maieperceaue by their wan- 


ton geſtures, whereynto they are 
wen: yea,they ſeeme there ro be 
like brothels of the ſtewes .. For 
| often without reſpeCt ofthe place, 


and companie which behold them 
they commit that filthines open- 
lie, which is horrible ro be done 1n 

ſecrets 


The open 
wickednes 
of harlots © 
ar plaies. 


Ts | 


ſecret; as if wharſocuer they did, 
wCcre wartantcd. For neither reue- 


| rence, juſtice, nor anie thing belide 


An admo- 
 autzon to 


Magiſtrats, 


can Jouerne them 

Alas,that yourhſhould become 
ſo diuclith, and voide of the feare 
of God. Ler Magiſtrates aſlure 
themſclues, that without ſpeedic 
redreſle a things wil growe (o far 
out of order, as they wilbe paſt re- 
medie. Shamefaſtnes,8 modeſtic 


1s quite baniſhed from y yong men: 


they are viterlie ſhameles , ſtub- 


borne, and impudent. 


It was wel (aidof Caluine, fs 
a man ſetled in cyil, wil make but 


a ſcofof religion. He preacheth 1n 
vaine, that preacherh vnto the 
deafe. Tel manie of theſe men of 


the Scripture, they wil ſcof, and 


wil aie,you; arc a man of he Sab- 


rurne it ynto a ieſt. Rebuke then 
for breaking the Sabboth day hey 


ws 3. Lai f rhe 


_ fromplaies and Theaters, 
both, youare veriepreciſc you wil 
allowe vs nothing; you wil hauc 
nothing bur the worde of God; 
you wil permit vs no recreation, 
but haue men like Ales, who ne- 


uerreſt but when they are caring, 


| Seeke to wirthdrawe theſe te- 


lowes from the Theater vnto the 


ſermon,they wil ſaie, By theprea- - 


cher they maicbe cdified, bur by 
the plaier both cdified and deligh- 


red. So that in them the ſaieng of 


S. Paule 1s verified, where he ſaith, 


that The wiſedome of the flesh s no- Roms, 7. 


thing but enimitie againſt GO D. 
How ſmal heede take they of the- 
ſelues , which ſuffer their owne 
wicked affetions to withdrawe 
them from God, and his worde. 


We neede not voluntarilie ſecke 


our owne deſtruction. For he that 
is virtuouſlie diſpoſed, ſhal finde 
lewde perſons enough to with- 


drawe 


= as 


"IN 92 | 


i 
drawe him from wel doing by the 
promiſe of pleaſure, and delight- 


Theaters tul paſtime, whereynto we are na- 


che ſchoole- cUralic inclined, ynto the Schoole. 


boſe ef S4- houſe of Satan,and chappel of il 
rin F counſel, where he ſhal ſee omuch 
1 Pr. iniquitie, & loaſenes; and ſo great 
outrage and {cope of ſinne, that it 
is a wonder, if he returne not ei- 

ther wounded in conſcience, Or 


changed in life, 


Counſel to I would wiſh therefore al mai- 


mains ſters, not onlieto withdraw them- 


| ſelues, but their ſeruants alſo fro 
ſuch wicked aſſemblies . For its 


alwaies wiſedome: co ſhun the OC- 
calions of cuil. | 


Youth wilbe withdrawen by 


companie, if they be not reſtrai- 
ned of their libertic . They ncede 


Ir to ſeeke out for ſchoole-ma- 


ſters, they can learne cuil too faſt 
of them-ſclues, and are pregnant 
cnough 


x 
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enough ar home to learne vnhap- 


pines, Manic of naturehoneſt,and 


traQtable , haue bene alrered by 
thoſe thowes and ſpeCacles, and 
become monſterous. Mans minde, 
which of it ſelfe is proane vnto 
vice, 1s not to bepricked forward 
ynto —_—_—— bridled : if ir 


be left ynto it ſelfe, it hardlic ſtan- 


deth; if it bedriuen forrh,it run- 


ncth headlong. 
Flee far from Babylon, yee that 


carrie the Lordes yeſlels . Forſo- Roms, 3. 


much as yee are baptized into 
Chriſt, ir ſtandeth you vpo to be 
holie both of bodie and minde, 8& 
to dedicate your ſelues to his ſer- 
uice,which yeeſhal neuer do, yn- 
les ye withdraw your ſclues from 
rhe inticements of vanitie, and eſ- 
chue the occaſions of euil, which 
thatycec maie the better do,yce are 


to faſten your cies ypon God, by 


whome 
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whome we arc ſantified. 
Letnot the examples of the wic. 
ked bea preſident yatovs; neither 


ler vs bedrawen away to cuil with 


' the multicude. Cuſtome ſhal but. 
| make vs bold in ſin, and thecom- 
_panie of corners. make vs more 


impudent, and difordered of life. 
It is not enough for vs to cx- 
cuſe our ſelues by the doings of 0- 


_ ther men;itwil not be taken for an 


excuſe ,alrhough we could alleage 
that cueric man doth as wee doe. 

For it1s no mcanes to acquite vs 
before God, to ſaie that other be 
no benerichan ourſelues. I would 
rather wiſh that the euil conuerſa- 
tion of others might bean occalt- 


_ ontodrayevs backe leaſt perhaps 
we be wrapped in the vices that: 


raigne in/al the wicked, and (o be 


parrakers of rhe puniſhment duc 


rothem. EF Or we arc not to walke 
as 


——Fp EIT 
as men that looke bur onlie ypon 
the creatures, bur our parr is to {et 
God before our cics, whole prc- 
ſence we cannor polsiblic eſcape. 


Iris maruelous to con{ider how Morimof 
the geſturing of a plaicr , which the bode. i 


Tullie termerh the eloquence of 
the bodie,is of force to moue, and 
prepare a man to that which is il. 

For ſuch thinges be diſcloſed to 


thecie, and to the eare,as might a 


oreat. dealc berter be kept cloſe. 
Whereby a double offenceis com- 
mitted z firſt by thoſe diſſolute 


os. which withour regard of 


 honeſtie,are not aſhamed ro exhi- 
bite the filthieſt marrers they can 
deuiſc tothe ſight of men : ſecond- 
ly by the beholders,which vouch- 
ſalfe to neare and behold ſuch f11- 
thie things, to the great loſe both 
ofthem(clues and the time. There 
cometh much cuil in at the ha 

ur 
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| butmoreat the cies, by theſe two 
open windowes ach breakerh 
into the ſoule. Nothing entcreth 
in more effeftualic into the me- 


morie, than that which commeth 


paſlc awaie, but the tokens of that 
which wee Jane ſcene, ſaith Pe- 
trarch,ſticke faſt in vs whether we 
wil orno: and yet they enter not 
into vs,vnles webemvilling,cxcept 
vcric ſeldotne. 


__ Alackwhat violencecatieth vs 
awaie, to be merie an hower, and 


alwaics after to be ſad; to ſee thar 
at one time, which a thouſande 
times after | wee ſhal rue that cuer 
we ſawcit! 

Manie haue ben intangled with 
the webs of theſe Spiders, who 


would gladlie haue "ova at liber. 
' tie when they could not . The 


webs are {0 ſubri c _ thar 
7 there 
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there is no man that is once with- 
in them, that can auoide them 
withoutdanger. None can come 
within thoſe ſnares that maie ef- 
cape vntaken , beſhe maide , ma- 
trone, or wharſocuer ; ſuch force 


haue their inchantements of plea- ,,__ f 
ſure to drawe the affeQtions of the ples 


mind. }: UT 

This inward fight hath yanqui- 
ſhed the chaſtitie of manie wo- 
men; ſome by taking pittic on the 


deceitful reares of the ; IB | 


haue bene mooucd by their com- 
plaint torueon their ſecret frends, 
whome they haue thought to 
haue taſted like torment;ſome ha- 
uing noted the enſamples how 
maidens reſtrained from the mar- 
riage of thoſe whome their frends 
haue miſliked, haue there learned 
a policie ro preuent their parents, 


by ſtealing them awaic; ſome ſcc- 


ing 
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ing by war 0 fhe 
one carried with too much hiking 
of an other mans wife,hauing no- 


| redby whar praCtiſe ſhe hath bene. 


aflailed and ouertaken, haue not 


failed ro, put the like in cffeQ in 
carnelſt ,thar was aforc {howen in 
wet. | 1 
The wilines & craft of the ſtage 
is not yet ſo great, as is without 
on the ſcaftoldes.. For that they 
which are euil diſpoſed, no ſooner 
heare anjething (poken that maie 
ſerue ther rurne, but they applic it 
ynto theinſclues. Alas, faicthey to 

their tamiliar by them , Gentle- 
woman, isit not pittic chis paſsio- 


ned louer ſhould be ſo marryred. 


And if he finde her kind to 


foolth pittic, as commonlic ſuch | 


women (are, then he applics the- 
matter to himſelfe, and faies that 


he's is likewiſe cated awaic with ; 


cheliking of her; craving that pit - 
tieto beexrended ypo him, as ſhe 1108 
ſeemed to ſhowe toward the aftfli- | 
cd amorous ſtager. | 

Theſe running headed louers Ft 
are growen {o perfe ſcholers by [4 
long continuance at this ſchool, Fu] 


that there is almoſt no worde ſpo- 
\ | ken, bur they can make matter of 
- | ittoſerue their turne.They can fo 
* | ſureliediſcouer theconceits of the 


» | minde, and ſo cunninglie handle | 


> | themſclues; 8 are growen ſo ſub- | 
e | tile in working their marrers, that | 
> | neither the ielofieof Inno, whoſu- 
. | ſpeerhalthings nor the ſtreighr | 
. | keeping of Danaes maiedebannor ad 
. | che watchfulnes of Argoes with | 


5 | his hundred cies eſpie. 2-8 
1 | Credite me, there can be found xe Thee 

'F -  ® ters you | 
e. | outno ſtronger engine to barter #71900 | 

r. | the honeſtic as wel of wedded js. 
hb: | wives, as the chaſtine- of yomar. - 


ried 


ried maides and widowes .thanare_ 


the hearing of common plaies, 
There wanton wiues fables, and 


paſtorical ſonges of loue, which 


they vic in their comical diſcour- 
ſes (al which aretaken out of the 
ſecret armorie of Yenws, & pratti- 
ſing bawderic) turne al chaſtitie 
vplide downe,8 corrupt the good 
diſpoſition & manners of yourh, 

inſomuc 1 that it is a miracle, if 
there be foiid aniecither woman, 

' or maide, which with theſe ſpe- 


Aacles of: range luſt, is not often-. 


times inflamed cuen ynto furie. 
 _Thenatureof their Comedies 
are, for the moſt parr, afrer one 
' manner of nature, like the tragical 
Comcdie of Cali#rs ; where the 
bawdreſle Sceleſtina inflamed the 
maiden Melibeia with her ſorcc- 
ries, Do wecnot vie 1n theſe diſ- 
courſes to counterfer witchcraft, 


charmed 


7 


Qi aA r=. Q9/ 


oy Az 


jun, hens Oh RÞ 


M72 


| charmed drinkes, & amorous po- 
tions,thereby todrawe theaffeQi- 


ons of men, & to ſtir them vp vn- | 


to luſt, to like cuen thoſe whome 
of them-ſelues they abhor . The 
cenſamples whereof ſtirre vp the 
ignorant multirude to ſecke by 
ſuch vnlawful meanes the loue,8 


goodwill of others. 


I can tel you a ſtorie of like 4 frog? 


praiſe vſed of late by a ielous 
wifc to her huſband, whoſe barr 
being,as ſhe thought,cſtranged 0- 


example. | 


therwiſe than of cuſtome, did pra- 
Atſe with a ſorcerefleto haueſome 


powder, which might haue force 
to renew her huſbandes wonted 
 goodwil towardes her: but ithad 


ſucha virtue in the operation,as it 


wel nigh brought him his bane: 
for his memorie therby was gone: 
{o thatif God had nor dealt mira- 
culouſlic with him,by reucaling 

MF. .:M 
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it,it had coſt him his life . Thelife | 
werecad of Lucullus and Lutretings, | 
who by drinking ſuch amorous | 

| confettions loſt firſt their wirs, & 
afterward their lines. 
The deuiſe of carricng andre. | 
carricag letters by landreſles ,pra- | 

Uſing with pedlers to cranſporr 

their rokens by colorable meanes, 

roſel their marchandiſe,and other 

kind of policies to beguile fathers 
of their children, huſbands of their ] 
wiues , bardens of their wardes, | 
* He mea- and maiſters of their ſcruants, 
nth plaies, js it not aptlic taught in- the 


who are not 


wnfelie ſo Schoole of abuſe *? Bur huſhno 
called, IMNOTC. 

'] am ſorie this Ghode 15:not 
plucke downe by the Magiſtrate; 
and the ſchoole-maſters baniſhed 
chis citie. *« Thus much I wil tel 
them, if they ſuffer theſe brothel 
houſes LO continue, or do in anic 

wiſc 
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wiſe allowe them, the Tonk wil 


ſaie ynto them, as the Pſalmiſt 


(aith , 1f thow ſaweit 4 theefe thou 
 wenteit with him , and haddeſt thy 
part with adulterers; thou haſt done 


theſe things, and becauſe I hane held 
my peace,thou ha#t beleened, wicked 
Ty 1 amlike unto thee, but [ 
wil accuſe theezghc, 
Thereuerend word of God , & 
hiſtories of the Bible ſer forth on 


the ſtage by theſe blaſphemous 


plaiers,z are ſo corrupted with their 


geſtures of ſcurrilitie,and ſo inter- 


feed with yncleane, and whoriſth 
ſpeeches,thar it is not poſsible to. 
 drawe anic profite out of the do- 
frine of their ſpiritual morali- 


ties, For that they exhiubite vnder 


laughing that which ought ro be 


taught and receiued reucrendlie, 


So that their auditorie ma1e re- 


turne madde meric in minde, but 


mT 


| 
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none comes awaic - ADP in | 


Auttors of 
frazer. 


| Comedie brings greateſt deleCta- 


manners. And of al abuſes this is 
moſt vndecent and intollerable,ro 


ſuffer holie things to be handled | 
by men ſo prophane, and defiled 


by interpolitis of diflolute words. 

"Thc writers of our t1meare ſo 
led awaic with vaincgloric, that 
their onlic endeuor is to pleaſure 
the humor of men; & rather with 


vanitie ro content their mindes, 


than to profit them with good ClN- 
ſample. Thenotableſt lier is _be- 
come the beſt Poet; he that can! 
make the moſt notorious lie, _ 
diſguiſe alſhood in ſuch ſort, that 
he maie paſſe vnperccaued, is hdd 
the beſt writer . For the ſtrangeſt 


tion; and pleaſure. Our nature 1s 
led awaie with vanitie, which the 
auctor pcrceauing frames himſelf 
with youu and —_— rifles 


ro 


1 Falflates indheiters FIGS - mY 
| | to content the yaine humors of | 
| his rude auditors , faining coun- DE 
| tries neuer heard of; monſters and 
_ prodigious creatures that are not: 
| | as of the Arimaſpie,of theGrips, 
the Pigmeics,the Cranes,8& other 
ſuch notorious lies. And if they 
write of hiſtories that are knowen, 
as the lite of Pompeie; the marrial LH 
affaires of Ceſar, and other wor- 
thies, they giue them a newe face, 
and turne them our like counter- +10 
feites ro ſhowe themſclues on the - 4351 
. It was therefore aptlic ap- zy;;ve = 
plicd of him who likened the wri- ee dues 
ters of our daics ynto Tailors,who 
hauing their ſheers 1n their hand, 
can alter the facion of anic thing 
into another forme; 8& with a new 
| face make that ſeeme new which 
150d. The ſhreds of whoſe curio- 
ſiticour Hiſtorians hauc now ſto- 
len from them, Pls by pou 
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muſt 


writin 


rogerther. And therefore therecan 
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become My cuigails No Tailors 
ing as ro an old 


ro ſcta new vpper: 


| coate; and a patch of their owne 


ro a peece of anothers. 

So that yee ſhal find in al their 
f arm differences, manie 
things good, manie things indiffe- 
rent, and manie ſtarke naught: | 
burby reaſon thar thing which is 
abod' is applied vnto il purpoſe, & 
mixed with euil, the good hath 
changed propertie, and is become | 
of the nature of the bad . Other- 
wiſe goodnes & badnes being wo. 
cotraries, cannot be made to agree 


be no difference of choice, but al 
ui: becauſe iris ocneral- 
licil applied, and by altcring pro- 

pertie , wars changed his nature. 
Yer neuertheles thar it keeperh his | 
virtue,of being good,and reduced 
ro his pfoper ſubſtance. 
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What doe they leaue behind 
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inal their workes maic be plea- 


ſanr, ſo far forth as they beproi-. 
able, and (warue not from hone- 
ſie, and therein deſerue commen- 
dation. Bur whatpraiſe maic they. 


deſcrue who ſet forth thoſe works 


 whichare vaine and naught, and 


conteine in them no matter of 


 goodexample,who write of thoſe | 
things, which may corrupr the lite 
_ of men , thereby making chem 


worſe by ten to one, than they 
th they heard them? 


them > monumentes of wanton 


wicked life, and doting things for 


men of theſe latter daics.O Lord, 
how do thoſe.wanton wordes of 


theirs intice ynto wicked life, and 
_ witha poiſoned baite allure men 


to finne! Their wanton ſpecches 


do pearſe our ſecret choughts,and 


Imoue 
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moue vs thereby vnto miſchiefe, 
and prouoke our members (0 VA- 
cleannes. 

But ſome perhaps wil (aie, The 
' Noble man delighteth in ſuch 


things , whoſe humors muſt be 


contented, partlie for feare,8 part-_ 


le for commodirie : and it they 
write matters pleaſant, they are 


belt preferred in court among rhe 
_ cunning heads. | 


Cunning heads whoſe wits are 


_.neuerwel exerciſed, bur i in the pra- 


AH/were. 


things to be ſuffered and praiſed, 
becauſe they pleaſe the rich, and 
content the Noble man, thar al- 


&iſc of ſuch exploirs'But are thoſe 


waies liues in caſe? not ſo. A two 
legged Aﬀſe maie-be clothed in 
gold,a man of honor maie be cor- 
rupt of iudgement, though by his 
auCQoririe he maie ſeeme wiſer 


than Socrates, whome Phebus for. 


_ wiſedome 


Sa 


fromplaies andTheaters. 

| wiſedome judged ro beare the bel. 
Thoſe goodlic perſons, if they be 
voide of virtue, maie wel be coun- 
ted like faire clothes ouer a foulc 
wal; big bladers ful of wind,yer of 
no waight. Where wealth isabun- 
| dant,pleaſure is preſent: pleaſure 


bringerh tolic into eſtimation;and. 


thereby the light of reaſon is vt- 
terlie extinguithed. 


1 
: - ——_—_—_——— . 
: 


Who writeth for reward, nei- 17;ze:for | 
| ther regardeth virtue, nor truth ; reward. | 


but runs vnto falſhood, becauſe he 
fattereth for commoditie, Neede 
and flatterie are two brothers, and 


theeldeſt ſeruitors in the Court: 


they were both ſcholers vnto Arr- 
ſtippus, and learned both of them 
ro applic themſelues to the time, 
& their matter to rhe diſpoſition? 
No maruel then though nonecan 
pleaſe Dionyſins but Ariſtippus,nor 
2nic the courtier burtthe flatterer. 
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ef tkeworid- Cres of this life, maic not abide to 


rich. 


Againft 


of bozes to 
pines. 


| bereformed,or to bedrawen —_ 


from his delires, berhey ncuer 


wicked and vnſeemelic . Talketo 


him of amendement, be wil ſaie, 
he 1s not dieng . He thar repre- 
hends him, isa Preacher ; he that. | 
ſoorhs him,isa Saint. Who med- 


dels with nertles cannot paſle vn 


ſtinged: and he that deales with 
men tof auftoritic otherwiſe than 
maic likethem,cannot ſcape from 
his danger withour hurt, I maic 


not ſtaic longer on this point. 


As I hauchada ſaicng to theſe 


_ nawÞ yerſi-fieng Plaie-makers : ſo muſt 


I likewiſe deale with ſhameles in- 
actors. When I ſceby them yong 
botes, inclining of themſelues vn- 
ro wickednes, trained vp in filthie 
ſpeeches; vn natural and vnſeeme- 
he geſtures, to be brought by 

| FE theſc 


mam a 
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| theſe Ichoole- maſters in bawde- 
rie, and in idlenes, I cannot chuſe 


bat with teares and oricic of harr 
lament. 

O with which delight can the fa- 71ers, the 
ther behold his ſonne bereft of />-0emas- 


thamefaſtnes, & trained vp wiml 47,9 | 


pudencie : How proane arc they ſchool of 


abuſe 


of themſelues, and apt to receiue 
inſtruQion of their lewde teach- 
ers, which are the Schoolemaſters 
of {inne in rhe (choole of abule! 
what do they teach them, I praic 
you þutto foſter miſchiefe i intheir 
yourh, that it maicalwates abide 
in them , and in their age bring 
them (ooo vnto hel» 


0 f plazers 


ſelues,, are they not commonlie 77 ef} 


ſuch kind of men in their conuer- pare. 
ſation, as they are in profeſsion?. 
Arc they not as yariable in hart,as 
they are intheir panery are they 
not 
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P!jere can NOUS good praQtiſers of Ravde 
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rie,as 1naors? Liue they not in 
ſach ſort themſclues, as they giue 


the Came- precepts vnto others > doth not 


hon. 


their talke on the ſtagedeclare the 


nature of their diſpolition : > doth 


notcucrie onetake that part which 


_ delight in, that he can beſt handle 


is proper to his kind>doth nor the 
Plough-mans rong walke of his 
plough; the Sea-faring man of his 
maſt, cable, and faile; rhe Soldier 
of his harnes .{peare, and ſhield; & 


bawdie mates of bawdie matters ? 
Aſke them, if in their laieng out 


of their partes, they chooſe not 


thoſe partes which is moſt agree-| 


ing to their inclination, and that 
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they can! diſcharge? And looke | 


what cuerie of them doth moſt 


ro the cotnentment of others. If it 


bea roiſting, bawdie, and laſciut-| 


ous pore] wherein are c vnſcemdlic 


| ſpecches, 


< | ſpeeches,8& that they make choiſe 
n | of themas beſt anſwering, & pro- 


per to their manner ot plaic: maie 


h | it is pleaſing ro his diſpoſition and 
« | nature? If (ir be his nature)ro bea 
bawdie plaier , and he delight in 
ſuch flekie & curſed ations, ſhal 


more diſordered , and to abhor 
yirtue? 


ſtage, others by their examples, 
are warned to beware of ſuch c- 
uils,to amendment. 


greater than the wordes of the 
Scripture; or their zeale of more 
i- | force than of the preacher, I might 
je | caſilic be perſuaded tortl:inke, Ko 


men 


we not ſaie, by how much heex-. 
ccedes in his geſture, he delighres_ 
himſelfe in his part?& by ſo much. 


In deed if their auQoritic were Anſuere. 


—_— 


we not thinke him in his life tobe 


1 But they perhaps wil ſaic, that 1, Obie 
ſuch abuſes as are handled on the #n 
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life.But when I ſeethe word 


_ oftruth proceeding back the hart, 


and vritered by the mouth of he 


reyerend preachers, tobe receaned 


of the moſt part tnto the care, and 


bur of a fewe rooted i in the hart: I 


cannot by anie means belecue that 
the wordes proceeding from a pro- 
phaneplaier, and vrttered in feor- 
ning ſort, itcerlaced with filthic, 
| lewde, & vagodlic ſpeeches, haue 


- greater force to mooue men vats 


- virtue; than the wordes of truth 


vttered by | the godlie Preacher, 
whoſe zcaleis ſuch as that of Mo- 


who was contented to be ra- 


Paulc,who wiſhed to be ſeparated 
from Chrilt for the welfare of his 
brethren. It che good lite of aman 
be a berrer. inſtruction to repemn 


Lace than the rong,or words, why 
| £ dol- 


men by them might be calledvnto 


eas a as ai i os on wo oc #4 dos i was ws A; os ths pan nh Ba a_A£©E 


Jromplazes ana Theaters. 
| donorplaicss,l beſeech you,leaue 
| cxamples of goodnes to their po- 


zealous, or ſorendereth his owne 
ſaluatio,that he doth amend him- 
ſelfe in thoſe pointes , which , as 
they ſaic,orhers ſhould take heede 


ſeritie > Burwhich of them is ſo _ 


of > Are they not notoriouſlic | 


knowen to be thoſe men in their | 


. | life abroade, as they are on tho || 


ſtage, coiſters, brallers, il.dealers, 


Sothat they arealwaies exerciſed 


at al 


, | fing wickednes 3 making t 


bolſters, louers, loiterers, rufhos? || 


in plaieng their parts ; and pat | gh 


- | arr, tothe end they might the ber-! 


ter geſture 1 itin their ewe For 
who can berter plaie the ruffin tha | 


uer,than they who makeita com- | 


f 
|| averieruffin 2 whobercer the lo-| 
$ 
1] mon exerciſe > To conclude, the c 


' principal end of all their inter- 9 


7 | ludes 1s to tcede the world with | 


Dd $4 | ſights, 
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fghrs, & fnd 17 As ro oiuggte 
| ingood carneſt themonic our of 
| other mens purſes 1 into theirowne 
bands. as 
P!zcrs nl. | Whar ſhal I fate 2 "They are 
fam per. ;facnoms men; and in Rome were 
agg a thought worthie to be expelled, 


_ wad &# wa ts gon ts 


rihed our 40e there was libertie a ro 
of Rome. take pleaſure. r 
Indhe pri- In the primatiuc Church they $ 
marive were kept out from the Commu. || 
CEurch T3 
72, Nion of Chriſtians, and neuerre-'] ; 

piers 

kerrfrom muted til they had perfourmed f 
Pe Comt- publike penance. Andthervpon SS, | « 
011113, | 
Cyprian ina certaine Epiſtle coun- |: 
| ſeleth a Biſhop; not to receiue a |; 
plajer into the penſion of the |; 
Church, by which they wereno- |; 
riſhed,ril there was an expreſſe a& |} 
of penance with proteſtation ro re- | 
' nounceanart ſo infamous. And | ; 
thus much for thoſe plaiers. { 
Obettion. - Fore haue obicttcd , thar by | 


theſe 


| y : 
| 
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theſe put liqueplaics manic for- 

beare to do euil tor teare ro be | 

publiquelie reprehended . And 

tor that cauſe they wil fſaic it 

was tolerated in Rome, wherein 

 LEmperors were touched, though | 

they werepreſent. 

| Butro ſuchit maiebeanſwe- fee 
red,firit that in diſguiſed plaigrs 
giuen oner to al ſores of diſlo- 

 Llarenes,is not found ſo much as 

| a wil to dogood, ſang they care 

| {for nothing leſle than for virtue. 

; | Secondlie, that is nor a good 

- | meanesto corre ſinne. For that 

| [ii irbe ſecret, it ought not to be 

| :2ucaled openlic, bur by ſuch . 

- | incanes to be reformed as C hriſt 

* | irn(clfe allowerh in his Goſpel. 

« [7/, ſaith he, thy brother treſpaſſe Marth, "8, 

| | :741n# thee, ſpeaking of thoſe verle. 15. 
{ocret & particular ſinnes, which | | 

' Fare not open, and made knowen _ 

2 1 Bj: 


= 


11  \Az blftfrenlt” | 
\._ toothers, go andtel bim his fault" | 
betweene thee and him alone; if |y 
he heare thee, thou ha#t wonnethy\oi 
Marth. 18, brother. But if he heare thee not, [fi 
verſe. 16. take yet with thee one or two,that [k 
by the mouth of two or three wit- |p1 
meſſes euerie worde maie be con«,|a 

17. firmed. And ifhe wil not vouck-:|p 
ſafe ta heare them, tel it unto the [0+ 
Charch: (which is, to thoſe an. 
cient 8 expert men of the Iewes [n 

which were appointed to rIe- 

forme manners, and execute dif li! 
cipline . For rhoſeaſſemblies of n 
ancient Fathersdid repreſent the Jtt 
Church ; becauſe they had them 

_ charge thereof appointed ynto ti 
them) andif he refuſe to heare the [p! 
Church alſo. let him be vnto thee [ec 
45 an Heathen man, and a4 Pubs (ſc 
You ſce then that cuerie faultt! 

| beingpriuatclie knowen is ro befju 


es | 
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[rept ſecret, and not to be openlie 
I yttered to the defamation of rhe 
offender. And that on the other- 
[fide , if ir be a matter openlic 
knowen, itistobeq pur to the re- 
prchenſion of the Magiſtrate, 
and not of the plaicr , whoſe re- 
;[prehenfion is as voreuerend,and 
odious, as the reprehenſion of a 
Magiſtrate is decent , and con- 

mendable. | 

The antiquirie of plaieng i is Ancbitts | 
likewiſe often yſcd for an argu- 9 | 
ment to prouc it allowable, But 
the Yo enemy cuil is notto be 4genfite 
maintained, becauſe of anti ne 
tie. Gods cuth is not to biags om” 
preſſed vnder that color , what 
examplesof antiquitic ſocuerdo 
ſcrue to maintaine wickednes, I 
Jam not bounde to allowe of 
; them,or tomaintaine them. For 
q wy part I difallowe al thoſe an- 
Spe  tiquities 
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the $criprures . Thoſe ſpeQacles 


ter worſhipped on the hil Ohm 


bloudic and beaſtlie, and yet a- 


not Tr examples vnto Chriſtians to 


4 - —— @ 


Þ 9mm res 


yy 2. ia? retrait /© 


riquiries which arc contrarie to 


were vicd of the Gentils to the 
ſerring vp of idolatrie,and tothe 
honor of their falſe gods : as 
Peſa and Elis, Such games _ 

cxctciſed in the honor of Iupt- 


pus, Theſeus ordained in the 
 ſtraightes of Corinth the 13the- 
ian games inthe honor of Xe- 
ptune . There were alſo Pythj 
Indi), Lud funebres , Lupercalia, 
Satyrnalia , and Circenſes ludi, 
and manie oltir dewſcd as wel 
Dy Romans asGreckes tothe great 


arges of their Comon-weales. 
The exerciſe whercof was borh. 


mong them ſufferable and al- 
lowed. 


Norwirhſtanding, theſe are 


allowe 


aaa 
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ſufferable among them . For 
then one might flaic another; 
one might wound another;then 
ſhould we encounter with wild 
beaſtesz our hartes ſhould then 


delight in ſhedding bloud; and 


be al giltic of the death of the 
murdered. 

As for the plaiers in theſe dates 
which exhibite their games for 
lucre ſake, as did thoſe two Ro- 


ſhowed their wonderful cun- __ f 
ning ontheſtage to gather welth our camn 
and ſubſtance; they are of the 897%» | 
moſt part of men either of au- | 
Qoritie, or learning held for va. | 


eabondes, & infamous perſons; 


they maie aptlic be likened vn- 


to droanes,which wil not labor 


to bring in, but live of the labors 
oft 


the paineful gatherers, They 
\ "a 


allowe that for good,which was 
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T 3. blair of rerrair 
are therefore to be thruſt out'of | 
' the Bec-hiue of a Chriſtian 


Common-weale, 
This vn honeſt trade of gaine, 
hath driven manie from their 
| occuparions, in hope of caſier 
thrift, What ſucceſle they haue 
had, ſome of them haue repor- 
ted, finding the Prouerbe true, 
that, [gotten goodes are il ſpent. 
Would to The citie £1 arſiles, as V ale- 
—_— rian writeth ,kepr ſo great graul- 
_ folbrethe tie, thatit would reccaue into it 
_— 9 no ſtage-plaiers : : becauſe their 
_ arguments, for the moſt parte, 
contained the ates and doinges 
_ of harlors;to the end that the cu- 
 Ntomeof beholding ſuch things 
| might not alſo cauſe alicence of 
Harke Ma- folowing them. I would tro God 
giftrates of the. Magiſtrates of our citie of 
FR London would haue rhe like 
forclight . The permuſsion- of 


plaics 


{ 
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plaics ſo ongatime hath ri : ; 
_ die corrupted this citie ; and Londen d- 
brought Ne Name of the cuti- 7 p11 
zens into ſlander : the examples re ſed. 
| of Gods iudgementis at this pre= 
ſent an example in this citie. 
| | The inneof whoredome being 2 ade (| 
, | winked at by the children of 2A 
Beniamin, they were puniſhed ; 
by the deſtruStio of their whole 
| "eos: If weſlacketo punith of-. 
.'| fenders, and giue our (clues to 
3 | maintaine the wicked in their 
* | lewdenes, wee are tolooke for 
none other than a general con- 
, | fuſion, Forthe Lord himſelfe 
- | wil take part againſt the wicked 
rodeſtroiethem. They maie be 
.weller alone fora time, but yet 
that which is deferred wil one 
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a daie come. 
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In the raigne of Tiberius the 


Emperor , the Lorde by oucr- 
a. 
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Gods inflice ME Citie of Tidenallew 20.thou- 
wma jly {and of the beholders. A notable 


»ouſe, or 
Theater. 


example of Gods1uſtice, For no- 
table offenders he appointeth_ 
ſtrange & notable punithments: 
Wild. 11, {74 lobke wherewith a man ſin- 


py! 35: neth,by the ſame alſo hal he bepu- 


nished. 
The emclis- Wherforc ,my deere brethren, 
Aves leaue theſe Cretan liers with 


_ their wicked inuentions: Do not 
R-26oT COrmpanic with the wicked ; faci- | 
OM.,12,2 . 

 *'*” on not your ſelues like unto this 
world, but be ye changed by the re- 
nuing of your mind, that ye maie 
prone what is the good wil of God, 
J and acceptable, andperfect, eſchew 
P11:3414: exzl and do good . He that shal 
ty . /aie to the wicked,Thou art righte- 
verſe. 24. u9:25,him shal the peo le curſſe,and 
|, the multitudeshal him. For 
the Lorg w far fp the wicked, 


their 
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their houfe shalbe deftroied , PAT 
_ shalbe none end of their plagues, 
their light shalbe put out. Y celde 
not your {clues to them, leſt ye 
periſhin their wickednes: ; yeeld 
not your ſclues to thoſe yaine 


pleaſures and delights. For yee 
ſhal find nothin 


nor preiudicial to your ſoules ; 
they depriue you ofal good co- 
g1rations, enmies they are vnto 
virtue; increaſers of wickednes; 
_ the nutſes of al vice; the cor- 
ruptersof manners; the (ubucr- 
ters of religions and ſo bring ar 


the end yntocuerlaſting ſorowes 


andgnaſhing of ceeth in the pit 
ofa. | {+4 
The Lord of his infinite mer- 
cie looke ypon vs, and direct vs 
with his holic ſpiritz and ſo or- 


der our liues, that wee maie be 


holie and aro in his ſight. 


The 
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of the true Church ; ; tO rootc 
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The Lord open our cics, thas 


we maiecſce ourſinne, and leach 
ir1n our ſelues, repreſle itinthe 
wicked , and condemne 1 it in our 


Comimonw le. Lord increaſe 
- our deuotion , that our hartes_ 


maie be made zelous to heare 


the word of G dd, which is a lan- 


terne wnto our, Gate: and a light 
unto our pathes. 

Preſerue this Church of En- 
oland; increaſe thy flocke vni- 


gainſt the force of our cnimies, 


for our truſt is 1n thee, 


Bleſſe our worthiePrincefle,8: 
renowmed ſoucraigne Queene 
ELIZABETH,andeſtabliſh 
her ſtare, as the ſeate of David; 


let thy ſpirit dire& her doingsin 
al things, that ſhe maie beas sthe 


z.clous [oſtas to vphold the ſtate 


out 


£#. Gan ry a, — Px 


dl. - a: e._---ot —o a 


Jr ES aBaThearers. 
out ſuperſtition and idolatrie; 
that ſhe maic be as acontinual 
enimie to the enimies of thy 
truth. Berhou,o Lord, her ſup- 
porter, that thou by her maiſt 
defend thine owne caule., 


Merciful God, inſpire her ho- 


norable Counſel with the wiſce- 
dome of Salomoyp , that their 
counſel maic be wiſe and good; 
and their harrs linked vnſepara- 
blic together to the preſeruation 
of her ſtate, and the welfare 0 
this land. __ 
Lord ſtrengthen the hand of 
 Tuſtice againſt the wicked, that 


our Magiſtrates maic rooteout 
thememorial of wickednes from 


thecarth, that ourRealme maie 
floriſh,8& our liues be as a lam 
on a mounraine, to giue light 


ynto other nations how to di-_ 


xc heir lives after our good 


i 1 
L 1 
F 
| | 
_—_— © 3B < 
A ' 
| 
' 
; 
L 


— 


, 
CE ae des - 


a - —__ <q CY 


example. Ee | 
 Performeal wantes, O God, 
in thy Church ; increaſe our. 
{aichand louc rowards thegcon- 
tinue thy Goſpel among vs for 
thy | \deere Sonnes ſake Ieſus 


*hriſt,co whome with thee,and 
the hblic Ghoſt, be al Lonor and 
glorie, worlde without, cnde, 
Amen, &- oY 
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